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God’s Spirit Welds the Hearts of Men 


John M. G. Darms 
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1. God’s Spir - it welds the hearts of men In fier - y flames of broth-er love; 


2.’Tis Je- susChristthe Son of God, Our fa-thers loved and served so well; 
3. To Christ and to His King-dom wide, Ye men of faith de - vote your life; 
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a world a- bove 
In new - est bonds our feal - ty tell; 
Or pas-sions high in mor - tal strife. 
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And makes them mas-ter - ful andstrong. And thi them to 


To Whom we now as wor-thy sons, 
And waste it not in i - dle words, 
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The sensual things, that wreck men’s lives; That kill their soul with sharpened sword, 
Mei we would serve with all our might With freshened love and spir - its true; 
serv - ice that will healmen’swounds;In acts of jus-tice, gifts of love; 
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And points the way to loft-ier heights,Where stands the Mas-ter Man and Lord. 
And bring our broth-er-hood in league With Christ,in all we plan and do. 
In. build-ing up the Church of Christ: Ye men of God, your feal - ty prove. 
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ORIENT AND OCCIDENT 


No country in the world today is of 
more importance in the field of interna- 
tional relations than Japan and no man 
in the United States has done more or 
could do more Toward Understanding 
Japan (Macmillan) than Sidney L. Gulick. 
He has, for more than half a century, 
known the Japanese, their language, their 
problems, their psychology, their virtues 
and faults. He is trusted by them as he 
is by intelligently informed people in the 
United States. To his background of wide 
and exact scholarship, Dr. Gulick adds his 
intimate knowledge and experience in in- 
ternational relations, especially during his 
20 years of service as Secretary of the 
Department of International Justice and 
Goodwill of the Federal Council of 
Churches. A former Secretary of the Navy 
once told me that Dr. Gulick was listed 
in the department’s information bureau as 
one who could be of the greatest help in 
case of serious disagreement between 
Japan and the United States, because of 
the confidence in him on the part of the 
people of goodwill in both countries. A 
Japanese translation of this book , would 
be of great help in Japan, for Dr. Gulick 
is both judicial and sympathetic. Perhaps 
it would be better still for him to write 
a book in Japanese on “Toward Under- 
standing America”. 

While he does not believe that war 
menaces us, he faces the questions at issue 
realistically. He raises the problems for 
consideration as the United States should 
approach them. Japan “has thrown down 
the gauntlet in a fight for naval parity”. 
“What has driven her to this drastic 
step? Is she’ alone in the wrong? Have 
America’s immigration and naval policies 
provoked a retaliatory temper in Japan?” 
in other words, we should examine our 
policies and not only condemn Japan’s. 
We need to understand her limitations and 
international conditions and especially to 
ask how far she has been “stimulated by 
the infectious example of the imperialistic 
nations of the West’. Both the West and 
Japan have gone wrong. To suppose that 
war could set things right is “specious 
logic”. 

In chapters on “The Yellow and White 
Races” and “Japan and Her Neighbors”, 
the author gives us the setting largely as 
seen from the Japanese point of view, 
especially from that of the “peace-making, 
anti-militaristie Japan” as revealed in 
Kagawa. We are asked to consider Japan’s 


Letters to the Editor 


STUDENTS AND PRIZES 


Sir: 

A group of students at our Lancaster 
Theological Seminary met recently and de- 
cided unanimously that they did not care 
to compete for monetary prizes offered 
there annually for the best papers written 
on assigned subjects. According to their 
resolution this sort of competition has a 
tendency to destroy the true scholastic 
spirit in favor of a selfish desire for finan- 
cial gain, and would not be favorable to 
a spirit of good will and fellowship among 
the students: 

The proof of their sincerity lies in the 
fact that all agreed to write on the assign- 
ed subjects, although the writing is op- 
tional, and that the papers would be hand- 
ed to the professors for perusal and criti- 


“Problems and Policies”, pressure of pop- 
ulation, lack of natural resources and then 
her “phenomenal achievements” against 
great odds. Like ourselves, she has her 
so-called “patriotic” societies. Their polli- 
cies are vicious. But we have them also. 
The result is “colossal preparations for 
war’. They believe that our naval build- 
ing program “aims at Japan principally”, 
especially when they read Secretary Swan- 
son’s interpretation of it. 

The sad result is “new anti-Japanese 
feeling in the U. 8.”, and “new anti- 
American feeling in Japan”. But Dr. 
Gulick, true to his clearness of vision, 
sees “silver linings” to the cloud; the re- 
assertion of civilian influence in Japan; 
new studies which show the Japanese that 
their problems are not so bad as they have 
thought. “Policies of the United States” 
and those of Japan began to diverge after 
the Russo-Japanese war. Americans, not 
knowing of Russian plans to absorb Korea 
and Manchuria, sympathized with Korea 
as the “under dog”. “American good-will 
for Japan was greatly shocked by ; 
the ‘Twenty-one Demands’.” There have 
been clashes ever since, and now Man- 
churia is one of the “new storm clouds on 
the horizon”. 

Dr. Gulick reminds us that “the United 
States is not altogether free from just 
criticism regarding the treatment of 
others”. Japan has been since 1924 ask- 


_ing us to remove the humiliation of our 


exclusion laws. Dr. Gulick outlines the 
percentage plan which he has long urged 
for all immigration. Then came the agree- 
ment between Secretary Hughes and Am- 
bassador Hanihara which Congress sabo- 
taged, through misunderstanding and 
haste. (President Coolidge once told the 
reviewer that he did his best to prevent 
the action of Congress, as he believed it 
unjust. But he said he could not quiet 
the “rage” of Congressmen.) 

Proceeding to show “Japan’s Economic 
Predicament”, the mutual advantage of 
Japanese-American trade and other sim- 
ilar factors, Dr. Gulick concludes that war 
would be disastrous to both countries. 
Japan is now isolated from the West and 
is torn internally. She is a “world prob- 
lem’. Her people, many of them, are be- 
ing induced to believe that war with the 
United States is inevitable. They believe 
that she has as much right to an Asiatic 
Monroe Doctrine as we have for such a 
policy on this continent. (The Japanese 
representative in Geneva presented to me 


cism only, instead of for the announcée- 
ment of winners. They also suggested to 
the faculty that the money which was 
given in endowment for these prizes should 
be given to some charitable cause, or if 
legal obstacles made this impossible they 
preferred to forfeit the use of the money 
altogether rather than compete for it. 

There are very few students in our Lan- 
caster Seminary who could not put this 
money to very good use in meeting the 
expenses of education as preparation for 
service in our Churches, and it is indeed 
encouraging to see this willingness of our 
future ministers to stand for a principle 
which they believe is right. Perhaps there 
is nothing startling about this incident; 
but surely the students are, as Dr. Richards 
was heard to say, “hopefully pious.” 

Yours, 
A. L. Creager. 


Lancaster Theological Seminary, 
Lancaster, Pa. 


some very disquieting analogies last year 
on this subject.) 

But Dr. Gulick sees no problem which 
cannot be solved peacefully. He feels that 
the inhibitions to war are far greater than 
any incitements. He sets forth “the duty 
of patriots in both countries” with per- 
suasiveness and gives us the “outlines of 
a constructive policy” which should be 
studied by every member of Congress. We 
should redefine our naval policy, revise 
our plans and give reconsideration to the 
problem of ratios. Japan needs to do so 
likewise. She does not realize our needs. 
But “the most immediately obvious step” 
for us would be to put Japanese immigra- 
tion under the quota of the law. Dr. 
Gulick feels that we should recognize Man- 
choukuo and believes that Japan will re- 
spect Manchoukuan independence. Above 
all there must be the constructive policy 
of goodwill. P 

Dr. Gulick’s moral vision as a peacemaker 
is equaled by his encyclopedic knowledge ~ 
of political problems and his sympathetie 
comprehension of Japanese ambitions and 
ideals. While this volume can hardly be 
termed entirely objective (perhaps at 
points the author allows his sympathies to 
treat Japanese aggression a bit too light- : 
ly), it is at every point constructive and 
on every page impelling. It goes beyond 
giving understanding and has provided us : 
with a deeply penetrating study. Above — 
all we need to know, not only the political = 


and military Japan of the press, but also 7" 

Dr. Gulick’s Japan—her idealists and ae 
peace-lovers. —Charles S. Macfarland ae 
* 4S 

Other Books This Week ee 
Speaking of Religion, by Bruce Curry 

(Seribners). Another excellent volume, 
interpreting the Christian faith in modern 


and practical terms, especially valuable 
for educated youth. 

The Foreign Policy of the Powers, by J ee 
seven diplomats of the major nations oe 
(Harper & Bros.), explains a good many a) A 
of the problems now vexing statesmen. 

Year Book of the American Churches, 
edited by Herman C. Weber for the De- — 
partment of Research and Education of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of + a 
Christ in America (Association Press). 
This manual of organized religion will 
save the pastor, editor, or publicist much | i 
time and labor. Its survey of religion for 
the year is concise but comprehensive. As 
a book of reference it has rare value. 

—C.S8.M. 


SOCIAL SERVICE SENSE 


To the Editor of the “Messenger”: 


Esteemed Sir: Mr. James Wilbert’s arti- 
cle was really pertinent and enjoyable. We 
are always glad to hear from him, The 
social service venture of the early Chris- 
tians was, some believe, due to their belief 
in the quick return of Christ and the eo 
sequent lack of necessity for their ea 
goods. They should be commended for th 
good they tried to do, with, as they 
thought, so little time at their disposal. 

Nevertheless, they caused St. Paul ; ; 
overflowing bushel of trouble, and he 
tled the matter by laying down the la 
“that those who do not grub get no gru 
A. V. (Author’s Version.) Which was 
is good doctrine, excepting for those y 
without grubbing, live on the d 
produced by those who do grub. 
know the “comeback”: “Their 
working for them and without the! 


(Continued on Page 4 
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NEVER AGAIN THE SAME 


Over and over the thought occurs to us, have we really 
profited in our own personal lives from the observance of 
Lent and the Easter season? Just what difference has it 
made in our manner of living? To go over with one 
another in sincerity and earnestness the fateful scenes in 
the passion and death of our Saviour and to join once 
again in the triumphant Easter music, should do something 
to your life and mine: Was the story of the agony in the 
garden of Gethsemane, the awful death upon the Cross, 
and the wonder and the joy of Easter morning, a real thing 
in our lives? 

Recently we read the story of a woman down in the 
Southern mountains, who was being told for the first time 
the story of the wonderful life and shameful death of 
Jesus. In the simplicity of her nature, she simply could 
not believe that men had dealt so with One who had been 
so kind. His whole life had been summed up in “going 
about doing good.”’ How was it possible that poor, sinful 
men, so much in need of Divine mercy, could have spat 
upon Him and buffeted Him and crowned Him with thorns 
and hanged Him on a cross between two thieves! “Let's 
hope it hain’t true, Mister,” she cried, “Let's hope it hain’t 
true!” 


Alas, we know that the story is true. We met in the 
House of God to confess'its truth; yes, even to celebrate it, 
because it meant so much for us men and for our salvation. 
Did we only go through the forms, or did we really take it 
to heart? Does every celebration of this, the most stupen- 
dous event in human history, mean less to us because our 
hearts are becoming hardened? Or have these weeks at the 
Cross and the tomb made us more tender and sympathetic 
and caused us to dedicate ourselves to more loving and sacri- 
ficial ministries? Surely, if the celebration of Lent and 
Easter was real, we can never again be the same men and 
women. But if we know in our hearts that the story is true, 
why does our loyalty apparently fade after Easter? Why is 
it so much more difficult for the ministers of God to keep 
their people interested in the work of the Church? Why 
are so many Boards and agencies of the Church facing a 
desperate situation because the gifts of the people grow 
smaller? Brethren, if our love is growing cold, then we too 
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are “crucifying the Son of God afresh and putting Him 


to an open shame.” 
* * * 


THE MACHEN VERDICT 


Several readers have asked us to explain the situation 
with regard to the conviction and suspension from the 
ministry of the Rev. Dr. J. Gresham Machen, President 
of the Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, and 
promoter of the Independent Presbyterian Board of For- 
eign Missions. For a decade or more, Dr. Machen, who 
is one of the ablest scholars of the Fundamentalist school 
in the Presbyterian Church, has been the leader of a small 
but very active group which has been bringing charges of 
heresy against a great many of their fellow-ministers and 
has exhibited a pronouncedly intolerant attitude, which 
more recently has been concentrated largely against the 
regular Board of Foreign Missions of the denomination. 
When the General Assembly, the highest judicatory, re- 
fused to support Dr. Machen’s charge that the Board of 
Foreign Missions is not loyal to the historic creed of the 
Church, he promoted the formation of an Independent 
Board of Missions. The General Assembly of 1934, find- 
ing that this Independent Board had the purpose of divert- 
ing the missionary offerings of Presbyterian Churches from 
the duly constituted Board of Foreign Missions, ordered 
Dr. Machen and his colleagues to resign from the Inde- 
pendent Board. He not only refused to sever his connec- 
tion with the Independent Board, but advised others that 
the “order of the General Assembly should be ignored, both 
by the individuals and the Presbyteries.” For this insubor- 
dination and breach of discipline Dr. Machen was tried by 
the New Brunswick Presbytery on charges of “disapproval, 
defiance and acts of contravention of the government and 
Discipline contrary to the Word of God and regula- 
tions of this Church, founded thereupon.” 

The prosecuting committee declared that to tolerate such 
defiance of lawful authority would inevitably lead to similar 
divisive movements within individual Churches, Presby- 
teries and Synods, “creating eventually such anarchy and 
chaos as would be absolutely fatal to that law and order 
which have been the glory and strength of the Presbyterian 
Church from the very beginning of its existence. Harm- 
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ful as it may be to the defendant to discipline him in this 
rebellious line of conduct, it will work a still greater harm 
to the Church if this defiance of constituted authority is 
not checked. The issue is: Shall a dissatisfied minority be 
permitted to set up an independent and defiant government 
within the borders of the Church to which they have pledged 
allegiance?” 

It should be said that the counsel of Dr. Machen refused 
to offer opposing argument and the defendant used the 
press and public platform to attack the trial commission on 
doctrinal grounds. After deliberation, the commission ren- 
dering a unanimous verdict supporting the charges, and 
pronouncing sentence of suspension, time being given to 
Dr. Machen, however, to appeal to the higher judicatories 
of the Church before the sentence goes into effect. 

There are those in the Presbyterian Church who regard 
the action of the General Assembly of 1934 as unconsti- 
tutional, and others who regard it as legal, but unwise and 
regrettable. A number of these are hoping that the ap- 
proaching Assembly, meeting this month in Cincinnati, will 
reverse or rescind its former action. ‘Thus Dr. Daniel 
Russell, the Moderator of the Presbytery of New York, 
one of the most liberal in the denomination, hopes that the 
Supreme Court of Presbyterianism will find “wisdom, high 
expediency and essential justice in a change of mind.” Since 
he thinks that “there must be a widespread feeling of sorrow 
together with something of sympathy for the accused in 
that, after 30 years of distinguished service to religion, this 
famed scholar, whether through his own fault or other- 
wise, has been condemned by his Presbytery, and that his 


denomination, if the condemnation is sustained, can find no - 


place in which his brilliant gifts may be utilized.” There 
is no doubt that Dr. Machen is essentially a “bitter-ender,” 
and will fight it out to the last ditch. Should the General 
Assembly rescind its action and permit such outright rebel- 
lion to go unpunished, it certainly raises a grave question 
as to the possibility hereafter of commanding serious re- 
spect for the decisions of the highest court of Presbyterian- 
ism. It would seem to many like surrender to a conspiracy 
of disobedience and schism. It is said of Dr. Machen by 
his zealous friends that he is obeying God rather than men. 
But we are not ready to believe that the great majority of 
Presbyterians were false to the will of God in upholding 
the order and concord of the Church. 
i. ah tater 


IS THIS ADVISABLE? 


In the “R” branch of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church pastors and congregations do about as they please 
with the worship services, but some please to make efforts 
to have their services conform with the Orders of Worship 
approved by the General Synod and some please to stand 
on their privilege of having a service to suit themselves. 
The Church has no authority to compel the observance of 
any specified Order of Worship, and probably never will 
exercise any such authority. Nevetheless, such freedom 
may be carried to such an extent that it may militate to 
the general injury of Church worship. 

For years some congregations have had a Communion 
Service in connection with the Thursday evening Holy 
Week services, but the Easter Day Communion was the 
great climax of Lent and Holy Week. Now there is a 
tendency in some congregations to magnify the Thursday 
evening Communion service and diminish the importance 
of Easter Day as the great day of all days in the Church. 
One pastor speaks of his Thursday evening Communion 
service as “the Church’s great Easter Communion service” 
—but it was not an Easter Communion. 

Other Churches had large Communions on Thursday 
evening, but “fell down” on their attendance at the Easter 
services. 

Whatever good points the magnifying of the Thursday 
evening Communion service may have, there is in it the 
danger of helping paganize Easter, and there is too much 
of that now.- 

When the importance of Easter is minimized, the heart 
of Christianity—a Risen Christ—is minimized. 

It is a sad thing to say, but it is true, that we have some 
Church members who thoroughly approve of getting the 
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Faster (?) services over with on Thursday evening so that 
they may have Easter Sunday for a holiday and go joy- 
riding without any qualms of conscience. If the Thursday 
evening custom should become prevalent in our Church, 
in a few years we shall bid good-bye to the great, impressive 
and stirring services of Easter, and we might as well, then, 
prepare to bid good-bye to some other things. 

If it’s a good thing to have the ‘“‘great Easter service” on 
Thursday evening, how about having the Lord’s Day serv- 
ices,—especially in the summer-time—on Friday evening, so 
that the Lord’s Day service will be over with and not break 
up week-end trips, excursions, and—for some—even Lord’s 
Day bridge parties. 

The minimizing of the Easter services is fraught with 
grave perils. 

In practically the whole Protestant Church there is an 
element with very pagan ideas concerning the observance 
of the Lord’s Day as a day of worship, and this element will 
support any movement which tends to give greater freedom 
for the use of the Lord’s Day in the enjoyment of worldly 
sports and pleasures. 

The minimizing of the importance of Easter may, poten- 
tially, minimize the importance of all worship services, for 
if the importance of Easter can be shifted to the middle of 
the week, so can the importance of any Lord’s Day service 
be shifted to any day of the week. 


—Now AND THEN. 
* * * 


THE HIGHEST CALLING 


After 40 years of active service in the work of the 
Christian ministry, a quarter of a century of which was 
spent in the pastorate of one of the great Churches on Fifth 
Avenue, New York City, the Collegiate Church of St. 
Nicholas, one of our cherished friends stepped aside to 
become Pastor Emeritus. In his farewell message, Dr. 
Malcolm James MacLeod gave this estimate of the work 
of the ministry, which we feel sure will find an echo in 
many hearts even in difficult days like these, when the 
pastor’s task is probably as discouraging from many angles 
as it has ever been, at least in recent times. Dr. MacLeod 
said: “I have found great joy in my work. I have enjoyed 
my books, my friends, my parochial duties, my preaching. 
There are few joys like the joys of the Christian minister 
as he looks back upon his ministry. He has not very likely 
tasted fame, but his cup has overflowed with real happiness. 
He may be poor, but has he not been striving to make others 
rich? Think of the joy of seeing a repentant wanderer trek 
homeward from the far country and telling you that you 
have shown him the way home. That is an experience that 
no Croesus ever knew in his palace of splendor. Think of 
the joy of being trusted, of winning people’s confidence, of 
touching so many other lives to some good purpose. I am 
extremely grateful to my Heavenly Father that He found 
me faithful in putting me into the ministry. Today, after 
forty years, were I deciding my life work all over again, I 
would take the same step!” 

Let our choicest young men who are not afraid of hard 
work and who value spiritual joys above material posses- 
sions give heed to such words of experience and of wisdom. 


AMERICA, TAKE YOUR PICK! 


In the midst of the clamor and confusion of the times, 
a veritable bedlam of misunderstanding, rancor and strife, 
an unending deluge of laws, by-laws and outlaws, there is 
but one way out. It is an exceedingly simple way, a way 
that has stood through twenty centuries of such opposition 
and testing as no other philosophy ever has experienced. 

However untimely it may seem to some, therefore, let us 
consider it as follows, to wit: “Thou shalt love the Lord 


thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with _ 
all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor 


as thyself.” 


To the America of our fathers the summons comes today: ; 


“This do and thou shalt live”; otherwise “thou shalt surely 


die!) For on this alone hang “‘life, liberty and the pursuit 


of happiness.” It is the only possible basis of the only 


Independence there is; the only Constitution that can pos- 
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sibly survive the cross purposes, dissension and turmoil ot 
party programs, commercial competitions, personal preju- 
dices, racial hostilities and international animosities. ~ 

Make no mistake about it, America; there are but two 
philosophies of life. One lives “‘on” the world; the other 
“for” the world. One is selfish ; the other social. One gets; 
the other gives. One is arrogant; the other righteous. 

One likes to call itself conservative; the other is in fact 
constructive. One divides and destroys; the other unites and 
multiplies. One looks backward; the other forward. One 
looks down; the other up. One is sacrilegious ; but the other 
lives, which is all there is of religion. One depresses; the 
other redeems. 

One glorifies property; the other humanity. With one, 
neighborhood is a matter of locality; with the other it is a 
matter of felicity. One competes; the other co-operates. 

One embodies the aristocratic principle, in a partisan 
sense ; the other is the very incarnation of democracy, in a 
non-partisan sense. One is plutocratic; the other popular. 
One imagines that liberty and license are inseparable 
friends ; the other knows they are implacable enemies. One 
depends on economic theories; the other on eternal truth. 


One stands to be served; the other to be of service. One 
is patrician; the other plebeian. One is haughty; the other 
humble. One is the bombastic builder of battleships; the 
other the benign bearer of beatitudes. One is blemish; the 
other beauty. 

“One is a’ war-maker; the other a peace-maker. One 
espouses force; the other grace. One compels; the other 
persuades. One brews; the other woos. One legislates and 
litigates ; the other arbitrates and compensates. 

One is wise in its own conceits; the other is supreme be- 
cause it thinks the thoughts of God. One is material; the 
other spiritual. The standard of one is partisanship; but 
that of the other is partnership. One is discord; the other 
harmony. 

One loudly acclaims the brotherhood of man, and rauc- 
ously repudiates the Fatherhood of God; the other embraces 
the Fatherhood of God as the one and only assurance, the 
infinite fulfillment of the brotherhood of man. And yet, 
again, one scornfully scofis at the brotherhood of man and 
pretentiously worships the Fatherhood of God; but the 
other knows nothing of a fatherhood that refuses to ac- 
knowledge the brotherhood of the offspring in which alone 
it exists. 

One expresses itself in a human plan; the other in a 
divine person, an individualism that is neither “rugged” nor 
“ragged” but right, a responsibility that is without frontiers, 
and that cannot be charged off! 

One is of the head, heady; the other is “out of the heart,” 
hearty. One depends on the structural steel of organiza- 
tion; the other on the paramount grace of inspiration. 

One leads to chaos ; the other—to a cross. 

Take your pick, America. For there is none other way 
under heaven given among men, whereby you must be saved. 
So take your pick, O land of the free and home of the brave. 

And for the sake of all that is precious in American 
institutions or worth while in life, pick quick! 


—Herwnry A. BOMBERGER. 
Upper Darby, Pa. 
* Xk * 


REPORTING A DIALOGUE 


Sometimes one can gain a certain amount of valuable 
information by overhearing a conversation between others. 
Here is a dialogue between two members of a certain con- 
gregation which came to us, without any intention on our 
part of being an eavesdropper. It is not necessary to report 
whether the two men who took part in the dialogue were 
members of a Reformed Church or of some other. At any 
rate, Deacon Jones asked Brother Smith: “Well, Brother 
Smith, how did you enjoy the Easter service of our Church 
School?” Brother Smith replied, “Was that an Easter 
service? I thought it was some kind of a rabbit and rooster 
entertainment.” 

We refuse to make any further comment, except to say 
that it seems queer that some folks can’t recognize an 
Easter service when they see it. 
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“MUSTS” FOR THE CHURCH 

In his great book, ‘‘A Christian Manifesto,” Dr. Edwin 
Lewis calls the Acts of the Apostles the “‘permanent rebuke 
of all compromise with other faiths, of all indifference to 
Christian expansion, of all hesitation to seek to make Christ 
everywhere supreme.” ‘he consummation set forth by St. 
Luke in the Acts of the Apostles is nothing less than a 
universal Lordship, based on a universal experience of the 
redeeming power of Christ, and Dr. Lewis states the case 
exactly when he says: “A Church that will not spread the 
Gospel does not understand the Gospel.’ A Church that 
does not see in Christ God’s appointed means to the salva- 
tion of the whole world has not yet found its own salva- 


tion. . . . The Church must be evangelistic. It must be 
adventurous. It must be missionary. It must be imperial- 
istic. It must be sacrificial. All this because it must be 


obedient—obedient to the heavenly vision, obedient to the 
Great Commission, obedient to those Pierced Hands which 
point ever toward the far horizons, mute symbols of a 
world-wide embrace.” Anybody professing Christianity 
who comes to regard this primary obligation as an elective 
instead of a categorical imperative has simply ceased to be 
Christian, and the terrible thing is that he may not be 


conscious of it. 
* * * 


PETTY DIFFICULTIES 


Every once in a while we read articles which discuss the 
question as to whether the city or country preacher has the 
greatest difficulties with which to contend. To be sure, 
each of them has his peculiar troubles, as well as his advan- 
tages. One writer recently took up the cudgels for the 
so-called “small-town” preacher. “If the small-town min- 
isters,” he says, “had large salaries in a time of depression, 
with summers at the lakes or in Europe, they also could 
come back to work refreshed and in good spirits. The 
heavy burden of the city pulpit is frequently pointed out to 
us and our attention called to the strain upon the minister’s 
nerves in city work. ‘There is no phase of his work more 
nerve-racking than that of the small-town preacher as he 
tries to appease the wrath of a ‘Ladies’ Aider’ because she 
was not elected president for another term, or to engineer 
a choir, all the members of which think that their voices 
are ready to be heard over the N B C network.” 


The difficulties here suggested, however, are not alto- 
gether confined to small towns. It is not so much the 
difference between the city and the country that counts in 
such matters as the size of the congregation. In large 
Churches such complaints make comparatively little com- 
motion. It is in the smaller parishes that troubles of this 
nature are most pronounced and most aggravating, and 
many a spiritual leader both in the city and country has 
learned the necessity for a double portion of grace in order 
to keep sweet in the presence of such pettiness and acidity. 

* * * 


A NEW CHURCH HYMNAL 


It is quite possible that, in the near future, a Committee 
will be at work preparing a new hymnal for the united 
Church. At the present time we have two hymnals, “The 
Evangelical Hymnal” and “The Hymnal of the Reformed 
Church.” A careful comparative study of these two 
Hymnals has revealed a substantial basis upon which a new 
Hymnal can be built. “The Evangelical Hymnal’ contains 
433 hymns and 9 pages of chants and responses. ‘“The 
Hymnal of the Reformed Church” contains 660 hymns and 
37 pages of chants and responses, together with two pages 
of Doxologies. 


Of the 433 hymns contained in the Evangelical Hymnal, 
138 are found in the Hymnal of the Reformed Church 
with the same tune to the corresponding hymn in both 
Hymanals, i. e., both Churches have been singing 138 
hymns, using the same tunes in singing them. There are 
also 85 hymns found in both the Hymnals, that are set to 
different tunes. If these 85 are retained and set to the 
same tunes, there will be 223 hymns that both Churches 
have been singing, and with nearly two-thirds of this 
number, they have been using similar tunes. With such a 
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splendid working basis, the inclusion of the best hymns now 
found in the two Hymnals—but not now in both of them, 
together with a careful examination of other denominational 
Hymnals, for the best in modern hymnology, there seems to 
be no valid reason why the Committee should not be able 
to complete its manuscript copy within a period of a few 
years, and present it to General Synod, for its approval, 
within the period intervening between two sessions of that 
judicatory. —A. M.S. 
* * * 


A SERIOUS CHARGE 


Speaking to a company of ministers in Indianapolis, 
Bishop Edgar Blake of the Detroit area of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church said: “Americans have lost the power of 
moral passion and indignation, and have become a nation 
of ‘yes’ men. We have no convictions, express no opinions, 
have no independence. We are fast becoming a nation of 
pussy-footers, side-steppers, wobblers, invertebrates.” 

Is this indictment true? Surely it ought to “stab us wide 
awake.” If it does not, probably that only proves how true 
Bishop Blake’s words are. If we are not lacking in back- 
bone, such a charge should put us in a fighting mood. If 
inclined to deny the charge, it should bring renewed con- 
secration to the business of proving that we are not mere 
“yes” men. Or if we accept the charge as being only too 
true, it should mean a genuine dedication to the revival of 
religion and morals, which alone can save us. We are re- 
minded of how Protestant ministers, Catholic prelates and 


Jewish rabbis have met in various cities for conference and 
action with regard to the prevalence of crime, and how in 
New ‘York they addressed thousands of school teachers, 
urging some co-operative plan by which religion could be 
taught in the public schools, as ‘the only way of saving our 
children from corruption and outlawry,” into which so many 
have already slipped. Alert judges on the bench in various 
parts of our country have also urged more religious instruc- 
tion as absolutely vital to the preservation of the republic. 


Justice Crain of the Supreme Court of New York has 
declared that the United States “‘deserves the reputation it 
has earned of being the most lawless country in the civilized 
world.” Let us not forget how, a few years ago, the 
President of the United States was compelled to admit that 
there is no other civilized country in the world today in 
which both property and life are quite so unsafe as in 
America, and he stated solemnly that “we are suffering 
from a subsidence of our moral foundations.” If this state- 
ment was correct, it is about as damning an indictment as 
one could well phrase in human language. It is obvious 
that the great majority of our people are not conscious of 
its correctness. If they were, they certainly could not be 
so complacent about the present situation, or so utterly lack- 
ing in genuine penitence. Do you believe this statement 
about our present situation is true? If so, why? If not, 
why not? The MEssENGER will be glad to give one of the 
best of recent books to that reader who sends in the best 
answer, in not over 300 words, by Memorial Day. 


The Thoughts of 


When a Church Goes Broke 


Our town has been fortunate enough to 
dodge some of the evils of these days. 
For example, while three of our Churches 
have debts they wish were lighter, the 
bank people tell me that interest payments 
are down to date, and only one has had to 
ask for an extension on the principal. 

But one of our neighbor towns isn’t 
quite so well off. It’s had a Church sold 
by the sheriff! 

I know why; a third of the membership 
out of work, and the others with lower 
wages or reduced salaries or lessened in- 
comes. 

Did the newspapers see their duty, such 
as it was? They did; you can’t fool a 
real newspaper man. 

Out flared the headlines: 
UNDER THE HAMMER”; “SHERIFF 
AUCTIONS LOCAL CHURCH”; 
“CHURCH ADMITS BEING BANK- 
RUPT”; and plenty more. 

Why did the papers do it? Well, why 
not? That was news. - What are the dailies 
for, or the press associations? 

In an hour’s walk through either of these 
two towns I could find closed banks, bank- 
rupt office buildings, a choice array of 
empty stores whose former tenants have 
been “closed out,’ factories in receivers’ 
hands, a delinquent tax-sale list as long 
as your arm, and the interurban between 
the towns fast reverting to a streak of 
rust, a right of way and some pretty en- 
graved bonds. 

But, until now, I couldn’t have found 
a single insolvent Church! 

Tm not talking about abandoned 
Churches, or Churches closed and congre- 
gations merged for the sake of religious as 
well as financial concentration. I mean 
Churches financially busted; defaulting on 
interest or principal, or both, of the money 
they borrowed. 

And so, when at long last one Church 
did go on the rocks, the story rated front 
page position, as any cub reporter’s first 
lesson in journalism tells him. 

But that’s not the whole story. The 
papers didn’t realize what they had start- 
ed. The preacher’s telephone began to be 
busy with people calling up and wanting 
to help. 

Some of them he’d never heard of. Some 
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he had, but not in connection with matters 
of interest to religious workers, 

Today that bankrupt Church finds itself 
possessed of just-discovered friends. The 
biggest gift for the redemption fund—oh, 
yes, one was started right away—came 
from a Jewish merchant in town. Another, 
almost as big, was sent in by the town’s 
most conspicuous sport promoter. 

Tainted money? Not a bit of it. The 
Church never asked for it, or made any 
promises for it. I happen to know that 
the totals of ten sheriffs’ sales wouldn’t be 
enough to buy the preacher, or change the 
content of his preaching. 

Honest, now; wasn’t it news, this story 
of the Church and the sheriff? Think 
back over the last five years before you 
answer. 

Look at all the commercial institutions 
you have seen go to the wall; colossal 
banks, super-colossal holding companies, 
skyscrapers, railroads, oil companies, motor 
car corporations, shipping combinations, 
aviation mergers—as well as the innum- 
erable lesser businesses whose wreckage 
strews every Main Street in America. 

And then think how many bankrupt 
Churches you have heard of. 

But they can be found, you say? Of 
course; and that’s the point. You have to 
hunt for ’em. You don’t have to hunt for 
those other derelicts of the depression. 

Here’s hoping that sheriffs’ sales of in- 
solvent Churches will always he scarce 
enough to make the front page when they 
do happen. 

Saving May Fail, But Spending 
Often Does © 

Most of the Main Street business men 

in our town are my friends. So I hope 


Justus Timberline | a 


I’m safe from their displeasure when I say 
that I haven’t much faith in the current 
idea that we can spend ourselves rich. TI 
have even less faith in the idea that we 
can spend ourselves happy. 

A few days ago I got word that one r 
more of my frugal little investments had 
folded up, probably forever. And for a 
moment I thought what a fool I had been 
not to spend those few hundreds when I 
had ’em, instead of saving them so ¢are- 
fully—for somebody else to lose. 

And then I had a vision of myself try- 
ing to spend that.much money over and 
above my regular needs. 

Of course I could have given it away, 
and maybe I should, but that’s the only 
sensible use I could have put it to. 

You see, the needs of the Timberline 
household are all of the simple sort, and 
ape t are fairly well provided for, thank 
God! 

To rush into the spending of extra 
money, just for the sake of spending, 
would be almost certain to throw our do- 
mestic arrangements out of gear. 

We should have to go shopping—and I’d 
rather cut up osage orange for firewood 
than go shopping. 

We should have to discard some of our 
old stuff, if we bought new. Theré’s one 
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old chair I know would be banished, and an ty 
I’d miss it. It just fits me. 
Then I’d have to be extra careful not ; 


to damage the new things, which would 
worry me some, 


If we bought things that had to be used, a, 
over and above what we use now, my days 


wouldn’t be long enough. I’m plenty busy 
as it is. Ae 
But my most serious objection to a riot — fos. 


of spending is that I can’t afford to risk it. 

As it is, ’ve got time to think a bit, and 
read a good deal, and write these rambling 
lines; and I practice more or less a sort 
of meditation which to me is a good deal. 
like prayer. Sounds like a pretty dull life, 
you may think, but the point is I enjoy it, 

I might be better off with more things, 
but not if-they’d take my time from any 
thoughts and my books and my familiar 
pleasures and joys. — 

Don’t think I’m against spend 
needs. I’m not. And I don’t take 
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penny-pincher line in deciding what things 
are needful. 

Food, and shelter, and clothes, and ree- 
reation and friends and books and time 
for the practice of the presence of God 
and ability to help other folks in every 
Christian way—all these are needs. 

And how they do fill up a man’s life! 
I’m sorry about that money being gone— 
it was almost the last of my little hoard— 
but as for wishing I’d spent it for more 
things—well, I dunno! A man’s life, says 
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an old Book, consisteth not in the abun- 
dance of things which he possesseth. 


Maybe you missed this one among all 
that was printed about Abraham Lincoln 
this year. I did, but it’s worth passing on, 
even at this date. 

In 1853 Lincoln the lawyer had four 
cases before the Supreme Court of Illinois 
on appeal. He lost them all. Eight years 
later he was President. Ten years later 
he emancipated the slaves. 


3ut the big point of the story is this, 
that in all four of his cases put together 
the money involved was less than $500. 

The man who dug up this information 
out of the law reports didn’t say what I 
think needs to be said. 

We have had a good many lawyers since 
Lincoln’s time who wouldn’t touch a case 
for less than $500. But Lincoln got some- 
thing out of his law practice besides 
money. And the nation was the bene- 
ficiary. 


The College Student’s Obligation 


GILBERT J. BARTHOLOMEW 


“When the college students are not inter- 
ested in what is going on, how can you ex- 
pect the man-of-the-street to be?” Have 
you ever heard that question? I have 
heard it many times, and the more I think 
about it, the more it concerns me. Does 
it mean that there is a difference between 
the “college student” and the “man-of-the- 
street”? If there is no difference, of what 


significance is the condition in the ques- 


tion? And if there is a difference, does 
the question imply that the college student 
has an obligation that is peculiar to him, 
a responsibility, which, if HE does not 
recognize, we cannot expect others to feel? 

When we think of the privileges and the 
opportunities which a college student has, 
and which are denied to so many others, 
we cannot help but feel that there ought 
to be a difference. For four years he is 
living, supposedly, in a healthy intellectual 
atmosphere where he has at his command 
the equipment needed in the pursuit of 
knowledge, accompanied by a spirit of free- 
dom and tolerance essential for that pur- 
pose. He is living with men and women 
of his own age and with a wide range of 
interests, with whom he may co-operate 
and whose enthusiasms he may share in a 
common purpose; not the least, among 
whom he can make friends. He shares the 
experience and guidance and friendship of 
mature minds, devoted to the various fields 
of knowledge. He enjoys the privileges of 
the library where he may read and study 
the best that has been and is being writ- 
ten; and the laboratory where he may 
study and use the best implements of sci- 
entific research. 

If this is true, and if, as it is supposed, 
he is receiving of the highest and best the 
educational world knows, it is also true, it 
seems to me, that the college student has 
not only the opportunity for equipping 
himself with the best tools and instru- 
ments needed for making a living, but the 
responsibility of living the best life of 
which he is capable. 

Does the average college student know 
“what is going on’? Does he keep him- 
self informed? Is he acquainted with the 
social and economic problems the world is 
facing today? Does he know how Russia 
is trying to meet them, Germany, Italy, 
Great Britain, the UNITED STATES? 
DOES HE CARE ABOUT IT? Does he 
know what points in these systems are 
favorable and which are unfavorable to 
justice and equity for all? Does he know 
what is being done in the interest of Inter- 
national Relations and World Peace? Does 
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Tonight I’m thinking of Mothers; 
Of yours and mine—and others. 
How they love and care; 

How, in faith, they dare 

Believe in the good and true— 
Appealing to the best in you. 
Honor, fame—they nothing ask— 
Save to lighten your task. 

Thank God for Mothers, 

For yours and mine—and others! 


—Madeline L. Niering 
Catasauqua, Pa. 


he know what the United States Supreme 
Court said about military training and con- 
scientious objectors to the war system? 
Does he know why the Senate voted against 
joining the World Court? DOES IT MAKE 


ANY DIFFERENCE TO HIM? If not, 
surely our first question is well-founded. 
Can it be that the College of today has 
become the organ of an unstable society, 
a mere wheel in the machinery of economic 
success, or the machinery itself which 
turns out the implements of our complex 
materialistic society? Is it true, to use 
another figure, that the college is putting 
a tool in the man’s hand, but forgetting the 
man? Asa matter of fact, tools for a man 
to work with, to use in a trade or pro- 
fession, are not peculiarly provided by the 
college. We can get them in the shop, in 
business, in the whole world of experience. 
The task of education, and, therefore, the 
college, is to make persons, to aid men and 
women in developing full personalities. 
The tools with which to work, by which 
he can earn his livelihood, this the college 
has provided. It is the student’s obligation 
to share with the college in the more im- 
portant task of developing personality. 
The student of today must pay particular 
attention to organizing himself. He needs 
some personal conviction on every major 
issue of life, because life is so very close 
to us all. He needs a workable social phil- 
osophy. To this end he will conduct him- 
self in the amateur pursuit of natural and 
social science, history, the fine arts, reli- 
gion. He owes himself and society an his- 
torical perspective and an optimistic hope; 
not so much a RAGGED INDIVIDUAL- 
ISM as a RUGGED SOCIAL IDEALISM. 
Understanding human needs and appreci- 
ating human wants are, in my opinion, fun- 


damentals in education which neither the 
college nor the student may ignore. 

Does the college student have a better 
opportunity than the man-of-the-street for 
equipping himself with these essentials? 
If so, he also carries a heavier responsibil- 
ity: that of sharing with others his wealth. 

The most practical and matter-of-fact 
students today dream of prosperous Amer- 
ica and a peaceful world. There are mil- 
lions of people. If, as Walter Lippman 
has said, democracy is king, then the King 
must be informed. It means a “kingly mass 
of people.” It means, too, that the College 
is definitely responsible for helping to 
bring this to fact. ; 

The modern college student may still be 
“protected” from the “outside world,” but 
he surely is not isolated from it. There- 
fore, during his four years on the campus, 
and especially afterward, he shares with 
his colleagues who went before him in 
spreading among the “mass” true and im- 
portant ideas. No matter how few his con- 
tacts, he does influence a certain number 
of people. He can help to put sound 
thought and scientific plans into circula- 
tion, to develop an intelligent public opin- 
ion, to foster deliberative social conduct. 
It is a student’s obligation to oppose mob 
action, guillible swallowing of propaganda, 
the shameful passivity of public servants 
with regard to needed social reforms. On 
the other hand, he has an equally impor- 
tant obligation to lead in’ constructive so- 
cial action and influence others in the 
direction of similar action. 

In a word, then, if there is a difference 
between the college student and the man- 
of-the-street, it is in the better opportuni- 
ties the former has for the development of 
a fine personality and a sound character. 
And, if this is true, the college student be- 
comes automatically obligated to lead 
others in thinking and action. He is not 
expected to attempt a fixed and static ad- 
justment in a rapidly shifting world, but 
he needs to look out on life with under- 
standing, tolerance, appreciation, and with 
certain attitudes and values worthy of an 
educated person; to disturb the complac- 
eney of all those who are still blind to 
social evils, still untouched by the pain 
and suffering of the multitudes, still un- 
moved to respect human rights above prop- 
erty rights. His education and training 
alone obligate him to be a promoter of 
clear thinking, a leader in public service, 
a real force among all the reconstructive 
forces of a changing social order. 

Ursinus College. 


Youth and the Present Crisis 


Amid all the erying over lost fortunes 
that one hears today, we are faced with 
the tragie truth that the biggest loser is 
one who is in no way to blame, and who 
ean least afford to lose, that is, youth. 
This fact is humiliating to the sober- 


WILLIAM C. NELSON 


minded and repentant. It is a caustic 
judgment upon the untruths which Ameri- 
can leaders have poured into the recep- 
tive ear of eager young America. 
American youth has had an easy time 
of it during the past few decades. Coast- 


ing along on traditional slogans, blindly 
guided by unquestioning confidence in the 
“wise” leadership of teacher, preacher, 
parent and friend, the American youth 
suddenly finds his coaster pushed out from 
under him and he is set down very hard 
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on the seat of his pants. He has been 
“let down” by those he trusted. The whole 
system of life that he had been told would 
lead him to the realization of the best 
that is in him has proved false. 

[ am a young man and I know that I 
am not the only one who has been inocu- 
lated with, for instance, the idea that 
hard work will bring suecess—the “keep 
busy as a bee” for “opportunity awaits 
you” idea. All of us have accepted these 
slogans and many similar ones, believing 
in the wisdom of the elders who handed 
them down to us. They have been goads, 
prodding us on when the going was rough. 
We have read and listened to our elders 
tell stories of how they overcame great 
obstacles and reached success by follow- 
ing the same kind of advice, and we 
never doubted till now the trustworthiness 
of that advicé for any age. Our teachers 
instrueted us in the methods by which 
presidents and millionaires rose from hum- 
ble beginnings by getting up early in the 
morning, working hard all day and taking 
advantage of every opportunity that pre- 
sented itself; they inspired in us the be 
lief that it was possible for us to do the 
same. Our preachers kept us on the right 
path to success by warning us of the 
pitfalls of sin that lay in wait for us. 
They promised us satisfaction and suc- 
cess and happiness if we would only fol- 
low certain rules of conduct expounded in 
Christian Endeavor, Epworth League and 
Walther League meetings. 

Most of us worked hard, waiting for the 
“golden opportunity” to present itself so 
that we could “forge on to the top” and 
achieve independence and release. Those 
who failed to make the grade, we knew. 
simply did not work hard enough or did 
not grasp the opportunity that presented 
itself. We had no doubts as to the work- 
ability of the system, because our elders 
believed in it, and we in them. 

“Work hard!” 

Disillusioned youth today knows that 
such a word has but dubious significance 
for his suecess. He knows that hard work 
in school or out will not assure him eco- 
nomic security, or even a position in which 
he can keep on working hard. No doubt 
there is value to be found somewhere in 
hard work, but it must be somewhere that 
we haven’t been told about. But the im- 
portant aspect of the matter is that few 
of us can work hard even if we want to— 
we haven’t a chance to do so. The world 
doesn’t want us to work hard, it isn’t fair 
to others who also want to work. The 
success of the present economic set-up is 
dependent not on hard work, but on every- 
one doing as little as possible. All the 
work being done in America today, gov- 
ernment work as well as private enterprise, 
could be done by two-thirds the number 
now working without adding appreciably 
to the burden of each. Watch the men on 
some government project. The piece-work 
factory men tell us that hard work will 
only bring about a wage reduction. 

“The door of opportunity swings wide 
for youth.” 

The American youth of average intelli- 
gence replies to such a statement, “Oh, 
yeah?” How empty are the words of 
Herbert Hoover, for instance, spoken to 
Frazier Hunt in 1931, and quoted by Wal- 
ter Pitkin in his “New Careers for Youth”, 
“America is more the land of opportunity 
than ever before. The American boy and 
girl have even better opportunities and 
chances than ever before. There are more 
people, more institutions ready to help; 
more doors of education open to any who 
would enter.” Compare with these words 
the following rugged facts, also taken 
from Mr. Pitkin’s book: 

In February, 1933, there were enough 
teachers in the United States with good 
qualifications to meet the demands of the 
elementary school system for the next ten 
years. Authorized reports are to the ef- 
feet that 25,000 members of the American 
bar have been foreed by competition to 
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become criminals, aiding and abeting 
criminals in order that they themselves 
might live. In medical fields the prospects 
are somewhat brighter, but only the best 
trained can survive the terrific competi- 
tion. Nursing as an open field for women 
depends on whether or not the hours of 
labor will, be reduced from 12 to 8 per 
day. Openings for librarians have drop- 
ped over 50% since 1931. Of 18,000 stu- 
dents attending art schools in 1930 only 
at most 1,800 are now earning a living; 
professional art is the quickest way to 
the bread line. Music, engineering, jour- 
nalism—none of these fields offer anything 
in the way of alluring opportunities. As 
for the ministry, there are fully 87,000 
clergymen on the subsistence level, or 
worse. 

Even if we should, through “pull” or 
some other outside force, succeed in break- 
ing into our chosen profession or trade 
we cannot hope to find further inspiration 
in another slogan that our leaders have 
drilled into us, “There is always room at 
the top”. There are several obstacles in 
our path to the top that we cannot sur- 
mount. One is that the bottom and top 
in all professions are drawing farther 
apart continually. Most of the professions 
are becoming more exclusive every day 


TAKE COURAGE MY BROTHER 


Take courage, my brother, 
four-square today, 
Though storm-clouds are low’ring 
and sky lines are gray. 
Our times call for brave men, for 
men unafraid, 
For men whom high honor true 
heroes have made. 


stand 


Take courage, my brother, all days 
are not dark, 
Though storm-waves are tossing 
your slight, slender bark, 
Push out in the deep, face tempest 
and storm, 
For night clouds will scatter as 
breaks the new morn. 


Take courage, my brother, let sin’s 
tempests roar, 
And drive for a season your boat 
far from shore; 
The morning awakens, the sun tints 
each crest,— 
Your Pilot is guiding, 
haven of rest! 


Lo, the 


Ambrose M. Schmidt, D.D. 


because of the specialization required of 
those who seek to reach any degree of 
independence in them. Another obstacle 
in our path to the top is the fact that the 
movement of workers has reversed itself. 
Those at the top have stepped down a 
notch, replacing others who also must 
step down, to a smaller salary as well as 
to a demoted ‘position. Finally those on 
the bottom are foreed to step down—and 
out. What chance has a newcomer to make 
progress against such adverse forces? A 
third obstacle lies in the policy of the 
very leaders who pointed out to us the 
way to the top, but who hire those already 
at the top when they need new workers. 
While I worked in a CWA employment 
office a great many stenographers were 
hired; always the demand was for experi- 
enced, highly efficient ones. The high 
school business graduate didn’t stand a 
chance. Even civic leaders were unwill- 
ing to sacrifice a little efficiency for the 
sake of those young men and women who 
had blindly followed their advice, worked 
hard, and waited for this very opportun- 
ity. Perhaps under the stress of the times 
they cannot be blamed. But neither can 
youth be blamed for becoming discouraged 
and cynical, and for turning away from 
its old leaders. 
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Such is the plight of American youth 
today. Discouraged and cynical we face 
the suddenly serious problem of caulking 
our rapidly sinking ship without confi- 
dence in the tools that have been given 
us. We face the future without the blythe 
assurance our fathers had that the world 
was getting better, the sea of interna- 
tional relations smoother, the sky of so- 
cial unity clearer. Were we not just in 
the dawn of lives we know must be lived 
for better or for worse, we might resign 
ourselves to fate, curse the God who gave 
us as sons to our fathers, and eurl up in 
the storm to become mere creatures of 
environment. 

But youth will never voluntarily become 
a creature of environment; it will always 
strive to master environment. For in- 
stance, European youth did just that as it 
faced a crisis fifteen years ago, a crisis 
that followed in the wake of the war. It 
had its disillusionment and reacted to it, 
as we see if we observe the activities of 
students in the schools of Italy, Spain, 
Austria and Germany. European youth is 
today a sober youth, but not at all a sub- 
dued youth. The question before us in 
America.is not “Can we avoid this erisis?” 
but “How shall we meet it now that it is 
here?” : 

There are various ways to meet it. We 
ean, for example continue in our present 
course. We can say that the whole mess 
is not our fault, and let those who got us 
into it get us out if they can. This is a 
very common philosophy on the part of 
those who fail to see the seriousness of 
the situation, or are too phlegmatie to feel 
the excitement that epochal events have 
upon alert minds. It is the philosophy of 


the fly caught in the spider’s web who — 


says, “Oh well, he got me into this, let 
him get me out.” 

_ Or we can take the opposite course, and 
cast off completely from traditional shores. 
We can make a grand effort to take things 
into our own hands. This is not as im- 
probable as it may sound on the surface. 
The coming years may intensify our tragic 
condition as more rules of success and con- 
duct are proved fallible. Youth may be- 
come more bitter toward those who out- 
raged its confidence in them. It may final- 
ly allow its unbridled enthusiasm to pull 
it into channels of seething revolt. Such 
action would be much more likely now’ 
than it would have been ten years ago, for 
several reasons, among which are: Laxity 
in home discipline, caused largely by con- 
fusion on the part of parents as to what 
constitutes proper discipline; Growth of 
youth movements throughout the world 
and the consequent becoming-awareness 
that youth has power; the examples that 
youth has for radical action in the labor 
and social strifes of the present day; 
the new intellectual and moral freedom; 
the lack of a steadying influence from the 
Church. These, and the continued lessen- 
ing of confidence in old leadership, add 
greatly to the possibility of radieal action 
on the part of youth. 

The danger of such a course is evident 
to us, however, when we are in a refleec- 
tive mood. Taking it would be denying 
that any of the accumulated experiences 
and achievements of the past are of value 
to our generation. Not many, I hope, are 
willing to admit that (though it is possi- 
ble that with increased tension such a 
position might be arrived at). We still 
retain a love for the music of the past, 
and our deepest emotions find release, still, 
in the poetry and drama of the 
While we like to question all established 


events in past history. 


But there is still another course we ean 
take if we would meet this present pack 


with all the available power and ret 
through it a sane equilibrium that w 
guard the good of the past and make roon 
for the better of the future. It is n 
exactly a middle course, but it does re 
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nize adult leadership as well as the fact 
that new leadership is necessary, and at 
this point I am taking the chance of 
being branded a conservative by youth 
and an “upstanding, respectful young 
mdn” by my elders. Somehow I cannot 
escape the commandment that says, 
“Honor thy father and thy mother”, nor 
the proverb that says, “Hear, O my son, 
and receive my sayings; and the years 
of thy life shall be many”. Somehow I 
am drawn to the conclusion that, in spite 
of its having consciously or unconsciously 
deceived us, the adult generation is the 
one to give us what help we can expect 
from human sources. I am not thereby 
compromising my position, nor admitting 
myself to the “fly philosophy” group. 

In the general enthusiasm attendant on 
all great “progressive” movements in his- 
tory there have been certain voices that 
did not join in the lively braying of their 
contemporaries. These voices belonged 
to lonely figures who did not enter into 
the mad enthusiasm of the moment and 
so were not even considered, except per- 
haps out of conventional respect. If they 
were preachers they preached largely to 
empty pews; if they were teachers they 
were sidetracked to make way for the doe- 
tor of philosophy and his stream-lined 
train of pleasant thought; if they were 
ordinary working men they were consider- 
ed backward and out of tune with the 
times. They seemed immune to the changes 
about them, though they quietly absorbed 
the benefits that came with improved liv- 
ing conditions. They somehow, much to 
our amazement, lived quite civilized lives 
in spite of their old-fashioned ideas. The 


MOTHER 


(After an illness of four months, 
mother left us Apr. 25th) 
A gallant ship sat sail today 
Upon an UNKNOWN SEA, 
With colors bravely flying, 
She moved, majestically! 


Not in the stealthy dark of night, 
Nor dawn’s cold eerie gray; 

But in the brilliance of high noon, 
Serenely sailed away! 


It was not a maiden voyage— 
She had braved the storms of 
years— 
Undaunted, battled foes of Doubt, 
Disappointment, Grief, and Fears. 


We are left here, lost and lonely, 
With a hurt that will not heal; 
But with memories of a MOTHER 
‘That the years can never steal! 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger 


. 


preachers told of an old-fashioned  re- 
ligion that seemed much too simple and 
quaint for our complex, rapidly changing 
world. The teachers taught without “meth- 
ods” and without a great deal of under- 
standing about the terms of child psychol- 
ogy. The common man lived and worked 
and transacted business with a simple 
“David Harum” logie that was too rural, 
not involved enough for the problems of 
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city life. So we, and those before us, 
failed to listen to these voices that warn 
ed us of being blindly guided by the 
blind. We preferred the more interesting, 
up-to-the-minute speeches and writings of 
self-appointed social messiahs who gave 


us the encouraging slogans, “Work hard” 
for “opportunity awaits you”, and remem- 
ber “there is always room at the top”. 

These voices are speaking today, they 
are seattered throughout the land I know 
not where. Every community has one or 
two. I know one or two in my neighbor- 
hood, and I am coming to have a great 
deal of confidence in their advice. They 
teach me values I did not know existed, 
They teach me, not how to make a living, 
but the meaning of life itself. They give 
me usable tools with which to trim my 
ego so that it fits alongside my next door 
neighbor. They do not promise me a lot 
of ease and happiness for myself if J 
follow their advice, but they do create 
in me a desire to mold a future society 
that will be more just to youth. I have 
confidence, too, that these new leaders, 
if we will accept them as such, can direct 
our youthful enthusiasm not only into 
more useful social ways, but that in so 
doing they will not rob us of our youthful 
dreams and romance. 


We should seek out these leaders and 
sit at their feet, for they have the cool 
wisdom, unmoved by mere relative values, 
that we are going to need within the com- 
ing strenuous years. If we do not listen 
to them now to our advantage, we will 
listen to them later to our remorse. 


Mission House Seminary 


Little Less Than Divine 


“Thou hast made him little less than 
divine.” Psalm 8:6 (Moffatt). 


“Thou hast made him a little lower than 
God.” (American Version). 


“What is man?” is a commonplace ques- 
tion in these strange days. It was asked 
likely in the beginning of man’s residence 
upon the earth. There came a time when 
man, beginning to think about himself, in 
comparison with his usual surroundings 
and in connection with his possible des- 
tiny, when he wondered after all whence 
he came, whither he was going and what 
was the use of his life at any rate. Such 
moods still pursue man, even in these 
changed days. Once this interesting psalm 
did think and say that man is made a 
little lower than angels. That was in days 
when it was necessary to believe in angels 
—the usual creed of every orthodox Chris- 
tian. But who believes in angels today, 
after the fashion of the days of old? We 
still sing about angels because the song 
writers likely were sure of their existence. 
But today it is different. Doctor Moffatt 
goes ahead with thought of man likely 
the creed of this psalmist when he tells us, 
“Thou hast made him a little less than 
divine.’ And the American version is 
still bolder and says without hesitation, 
“Thou hast made him but a little lower 
than God.” Surely that is the thought of 
man’s creation as it is taught in the Old 
and New Testament. The writers feel 
somehow or other that man is made in 
God’s image and after his likeness because 
man longingly feels after God, recognizes 
his dependence upon God, and believes that 


God is the dwelling place of man in all 
generations in spite of God’s greatness and 


might and power, as seen in his creation 
of the world and all that dwell therein. 
Indeed, that is the atmosphere of the sacred 
itings. The Jew caught it; Jesus felt it 
ook it for granted; and all followers 
- e..* > * 


Gustav R. Porrrer 


of the Jesus believe it whether they fully 
understand it or ever try to explain it. 
It seems a comfortable creed to us. 


But this faith enshrined in the text 
seems exceedingly difficult for some to ac- 
cept in our day. It is because we are 
thinking of the universe in different terms 
from the days of the psalmist. Great as 
was the difference which even the psalmist 
saw in the world and then the littleness of 
man, today that the difference has been 
widened a million times. “When I con- 
sider thy heavens,” the psalmist said, and 
today the man of science says, “When IL 
consider the universe, uncounted light 
years in dimension, what is man?” And 
he answers as to man that he is “an 
ephemeral collection of atoms on an infini- 
tesimal speck in one of the minor systems 
of worlds.” Besides the scholar raises this 
question when he considers “the imbecili- 
ties of men, their gullibility, their ridicu- 
lous vanity, their hates, their lusts, their 
cruelties.” And the modern man_ of 
thought does not forget, in his estimate of 
man, to refer to “this industrial world, 
with its great mechanical and impersonal 
forms, determining the destinies of men 
as though they were little cogs moved 
about, in the midst of the network.” All 
this kind of thinking does what? It makes 
it hard, if not impossible, to have faith 
in the infinite worth of man, in the sacred- 
ness of personality, as Jesus taught it 
when He was going about and doing good. 
If we cannot do any tough thinking, be- 
lieve me, we need not be surprised if we 
may not give up this Scriptural and Chris- 
tian conception of man’s value and esti- 
mate in the sight of God. 


If we want to hold the faith of our 
text, we must not allow the immensity of 
man’s physical environment to blind us to 
his unique capacities. There is where the 
emphasis must be placed—on our potenti- 


alities and possibilities as creatures, made 
a little less than divine. While God loves 
His creation—this immense universe, He 
loves even more His creatures, for whom 
He made the wonderful universe that man 
might rule over it and enjoy it. Jesus 
helps us to make just that wonderful dis- 
covery, not only to love God and to come 
more closely to Him, but to honor our 
worth and the value of our souls. It puts 
deep respect in our souls and in the rela- 
tion we sustain to our Creater-no-better to 
our Father in heaven. Indeed, it helps us 
to appreciate what a thoughtful man said 
about man—“A bit of God himself’—that 
is man. That is the faith which we need 
today, if ever to make this a better world. 
It is the truth of the worth of man, the 
divinity of man, his capacities, his poten- 
tialities, if the struggle for a decent world, 
for the welfare of man, is to have compel- 
ling power on the wills of men in the fu- 
ture. Believe me, what difference, after 
all, unless man is something inherently 
worth every cost. Our inner estimate of 
ourselves, our conception of what we are, 
of what our fellows are, are the motivating 
power, formulating our aims and purposes, 
inspiring our efforts. Suppose we come to 
think of man as a “echemism”, to use the 
approved patter, “with a sex urge and 
delusions about himself,’ what then about 
the sight of injustice, of suffering and 
wrong? Will these stir the mind and 
heart of other, so-called, “chemisms” to any 
astounding lengths of self-sacrifice? To 
answer the question depends altogether on 
whether we believe what the psalmist and 
Jesus taught still more explicitly, that 
man is made a little less divine, yes, is 
made a little lower than God. Surely this 
needs no argument. Let history tell the 
story which estimate of man will make this 
a better world with those that dwell 
therein. 
Reading, Pa., 


i = REFORMED 


CHG RO 


MESSENGER 


May 9, 1935 


SIXTY-SIXTH ANNUAL SESSION OF 
THE PITTSBURGH SYNOD 


The Pittsburgh Synod of the Evangel- 
ical and Reformed Church will meet in 
General Convention in the Christ Reformed 
Chureh, Latrobe, Pa., Rev. Harvey W. 
Black, minister, May 138, 1935, at 7.30 P. 
M. (E. S. T.). The President, Rev. Paul 
T. Stonesifer, will preach the opening ser- 
mon on the theme, “My Church”. The min- 
isters of each Classis and the delegates 
primarius or secundus enrolled at the meet- 
ing of the several Classes compose the 
Synod. The rule of Synod calls for each 
charge to be represented by an elder dur- 
ing the full session. 

Synod will be entertained on the Harv- 
ard Plan. Information on entertainment 
will be furnished the delegates by the 
Entertainment Committee. Two copies of 
the Blue Book will be mailed each pastor 
about May 1. Representatives of Boards, 
Institutions and Committees are kindly 
requested to report at time designated in 
the program, 

Paul T. Stonesifer, President 
J. Harvey Mickley, Stated Clerk 


Johnstown, Pa., April 30, 1935. 


SYNODICAL MEETINGS FOR 1935 

PITTSBURGH SYNOD — May 13, 1935, 
Christ, Latrobe, Pa., Rev. Harvey W. 
Black, 1412 Ligonier St., Latrobe, Pa. 

EASTERN SYNOD (7.45 P. M.—May 20, 
1935, St. John’s, Williamsport, Pa., Rev. 
Wm. GC. Rittenhouse, 701 Packer St., 
Williamsport, Pa. 

POTOMAC SYNOD—June 10, 1935, Fred- 
erick, Md. (Hood College), Dr. Henry I. 
Stahr, President, Frederick, Md. 

OHIO SYNOD—June 19, 1935, Tiffin, O. 
(Heidelberg College), Dr. C. E. Miller, 
President, Tiffin, Ohio. 

SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST—Septem- 
ber 3, 1935 (7.30 P. M.), Zion, Sheboygan, 
Wis., Rev. Edw. H. Wessler, D.D., 612 
Erie Ave., Sheboygan, Wis. 

SYNOD OF THE MID-WEST—September 
16, 1935, Salem, Louisville, Ky. Rev. Al- 
bert H. Schmeuszer, 1830 Date St., Louis- 
ville, Ky. 


SPRING MEETINGS OF CLASSES 
1935 

MAY 13: 
Reading (7.45 P. M.), First, Hamburg, 
Pa., Rev. Dallas R. Krebs, D.D., 142 N. 
4th St., Hamburg, Pa. 

MAY 22: 
Ursinus (7.30 P. M.), Zion’s, Rev. Louis 
A. Moser, R. No. 1, Marengo, Ia. 

MAY 23: 
Nebraska (7.30 P. M.), Immanuel, Rev. 
Paul Traeger, Ph.D., Sutton, Neb. 


JUNE 12: 
Manitoba, Frieden’s, Rev. Paul Wiegand, 
Duff, Sask., Canada. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Rev. D. W. Bicksler, from Littlestown, 
Pa., to 405 S. Cedar St., Lititz, Pa. 

Rev. Wm. H. Dietrich, from Friedens- 
burg, Pa., to care of Geo. A. Korn, R. 3, 
Bath. Pa. 

Rev. C. L. Grauer, from Cincinnati, O., 
to 209 27th Ave., Bellwood, Il. 

Rev. W. Mangelsdorf, from German- 
town, Wis., to Sussex, Wis. (temporary). 

Rev. Elmer G. Otte, from Inman, Kans., 
to 812 Ring St., Mapleton, Iowa. 

Rev. Edward T. Plitt, to Cavetown, Md. 

Rev. George M. Smith, from Woodward 
Ave. to 932 Oakland Ave., Akron, Ohio. 

Rev. Emil Vogt, Em., from R. 1, Fair- 
port, Iowa, to Plymouth, Nebr. 
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BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 


When you add $30 to the total announe- 
ed last week, you have a grand total of 
$422. The $30 came to us from the fol- 
low contributors: $5 from the Missionary 
Com. C. E. 8S. Christ Church, Martinsburg, 
W. V.; $25 from Mrs. Jarrell, Treas. W. 
M. S. General Synod, and credited as fol- 
lows: St. John’s, Shamokin, Pa., $5; G. 
M. G. Eastern Synod, $5; W. M. S., Hast- 
ern Synod, $15. Thanks to all of our 
friends included in the above report. A 
good strong pull during the month of May 
and we should “go over the top” by June 
Ist. Please make all checks payable to 
Dr. Paul §. Leinbach, 1505 Race St. 


Home Mission Apportionment Receipts: 
Below is a comparative statement of re- 
ceipts on apportionment for Home Mis- 
sions for the first four months of 1934 
and 1935: Receipts January 1 to April 30, 
1934, $42,242.25; Receipts January 1, to 
April 30, 1935, $34,357.12; Decrease in 
four months, $7,885.23. The above figures 
speak for themselves. The Treasurer of 
the Board of Home Missions can only pay 
out that which he receives from the 
Classes. 


Easter accessions in Danville, Pa., 
Charge, Rev. Clark W. Heller, pastor, were 
28 by confirmation, 8 by certificate, and 
6 by reprofession; Shiloh, 29; St. John’s, 
7, and St. James’, 6. ; 

Average attendance in Immanuel 
Church, Indianapolis, Ind. Rev. H. F. 
Weekmueller, pastor, for April was 3887, 
a gain of 66 over average attendance for 
the same time last year. Beginners are 
leading attendance contest to date. 

Second Church, Lexington, N. C., Rev. 
A. Odell Leonard, pastor, has 41 applica- 
tions for Church membership as a result 
of a revival held during Passion Week. 
The pastor preached each evening, with 
sanctuary crowded. 

The Reformed Reunion of Hast Susque- 
hanna, West Susquehanna and Wyoming 
(Classes will be held at Rolling Green Park, 
near Selinsgrove, Pa., on Wednesday, June 
12. Rev. Dr. I. Calvin Fisher, of Lebanon, 
Pa., will give address in afternoon. 

On Palm Sunday, 16 were confirmed in 
Solomon’s Church, Macungie, Pa., Rev. 
Herman ©. Snyder, pastor, 1 was received 
by reprofession. There were 269 served 
with Easter Holy Communion; about 700 
attended all services. 

yrace Chureh, College Hill, Easton, 
Pa., Rev. L. V. Hetrick reports 12 addi- 
tions; 8 by confirmation, 1 by letter, 3 by 
renewal. Very large attendance in Lent 
and Easter services. Closed congregational 
year Apr. 1 with comfortable financial 
balance. 

There was a total of 26 additions to St. 
John’s Chureh, Chambersburg, Pa., Rev. 
W. R. Gobrecht, 8S. T. D., pastor, at Eas- 
ter time; 22 by confirmation, 3 by letter 
and 1 by reprofession. Total offerings 
were $461; 5 infant baptisms and 541 
communicants. 

Attendance in Grace Church, Jeannette, 
Pa., Rev. Ralph S. Weiler, pastor, on Apr. 
28 was one of the largest for months; 320 
present at morning worship and 185 at 
evening. Vacation Chureh School opens 
June 10 for three weeks. 

A eantata, “Redemption’s Song”, was 
presented in Zion’s Chureh, Bellevue, O., 
Rev. Bert E. Wynn, pastor, on Apr. 21. 
In the absence of the pastor, Rev. S. U. 
Snavely was in charge of services Apr. 
28. Vacation Church School begins about 


June 10 or 17, for 2 weeks, every day 
except Saturday and Sunday. 

There were 856 present in 8. 8. of Trin- 
ity Church, Canton, O., Dr. H. Nevin 
Kerst, pastor, Apr. 28, 25 more than last 
year. At young people’s meeting May 5, 
the pastor gave a picture talk on Hoven- 
den’s painting, “Breaking Home Ties”. 
This was a Mother’s Day art talk and a 
copy of the picture was given to each one 
attending. 

There was splendid spiritual atmosphere 
in First Church, Schuylkill Haven, Pa., 
Rev. J. L. Herbster, pastor, during Len- 
ten season. Larger congregations attend- 
ed Easter service than those of the past 
3 years. Church was decorated with lilies 
and white hyacinths. There was a large 
Communion, good offering, 12 members 
received by confirmation and 1 by letter. 

Bucks County C. E. Convention met in 
St. Stephen’s Church, Perkasie, Pa., Rev. 
Howard Obold, pastor, May 3 and 4. Rev. 
Arthur Leeming, pastor of Glenside 
Church, brought the helpful message at 
the closing session on Friday evening. 
Two pageants were given, one by the 
Johnsville C. E. Society and “The Way of 
the Cross” was presented by the C. E. of- 
the Reformed Church of Quakertown. 

First Church, Hamburg, Pa., Dr. Dallas 
R. Krebs, pastor, had the best Haster 
season in its history. Three goals were 
the objective; an attendance of 500 in 
S. S., an offering of $500 in S. S., and 
500 communing. Two of these were reach- 
ed with offering of $832.76 in S. S. and 
500 communing. S. 8S. attendance was 
497. Received into fellowship of the 
Church were 21 by confirmation, 12 by 
letter and 4 by reprofession. Total offer- 
ings for the day were $1,647.25. 

At the request of Mr. Paul C. Shumaker 
of the Theological Seminary, Laneaster, 
Pa., we wish to make the following ¢or- 
rection of item in issue of May 2: as 
stated supply of Trinity Church, Rock- 
wood, Pa., Mr. Shumaker prepared the 
communicants and the Easter services, 
but since he was not yet ordained, Dr. 
Albert S. Glessner officiated at the Com- 
munion, confirmation and baptismal ser- 
vices. 

Emmanuel Church, York, Pa., Rev. 
Oliver S. Hartman, pastor, reports large 
audiences during Lenten and Haster sea- 
son. An Easter cantata was sung by aug- 
mented choir. Accessions by confirmation 
27, by letter and reprofession 6, total 33. 

Total Easter accessions in Sinking 
Spring-Shillington Charge, Pa., Rev. T. W. 
Rhoads, pastor, 51; 43 by confirmation, 5 
by letter and 3 by reprofession. 1,000 
communed and offering was $2,160. 

Attendance in First Church §. 8., Can- 
ton, O., Rev. R. W. Blemker, pastor, on 
Apr. 28 was 799. The senior basketball 
team recently won the cup from the City 
Church League. The play, “Saint Clau- 
dia,’ will be presented in the parish house 
by the Heidelberg dramatic club on the — 
evening of May 12. Prof. Soule of Mt. 
Union College gave an interesting talk 
on his recent observations in Germany 
to a large audience the morning of Apr. 
28. 

Easter season proved joyous one in 
First Church, Bellaire, O., Rev. Daniel 
Gress, pastor. Services were held in the — 
evening during Holy Week with splendid — 
attendance. 
Sunday services with 17 accessions. The 
pastor confirmed 14, most of whom re- 
ceived 2 years of instruction; 3 adults” 
received from other Churches. Ati 
ance at Holy Communion largest of 


rae 


About 700 attended Easter 
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ent pastorate; pastor began 9th year last 
February in this Charge, 


In MeConnellstown Charge, Rev. W. R. 
Yocom, pastor, Lenten and Easter seasons 
closed with large ingatherings in the 3 
Churches. In Trinity Church, 5 were con- 
firmed, 4 received by reprofession, 7 by 
letter and 7 baptized. In St. Paul’s, 3 
were confirmed, 1 received by letter and 
4 baptized. In St. Jacob’s, 1 was re- 
ceived by reprofession and 1 baptized; 2 
new members were added to the Charge. 
There were large congregations at all 3 
Churches on Palm Sunday and Easter. 

Attendance at morning service in Trin- 
ity Church, Philadelphia, Rev. Purd E. 
Deitz, pastor, averaged 296 in March, Fol- 
lowing are some of the statistics prepared 
and presented by the pastor at the com- 
pletion of the 10th year of his pastorate: 
total contributions for  benevolences, 
$157,645; congregational purposes, $319,- 
078; 461 received by confirmation; 245 by 
letter; 280 by reprofession; 231 baptisms; 
145 marriages; 366 funerals and 9,572 pas- 
toral calls. This is indeed a notable re- 
cord. 


In Manchester, Md., Charge, Rev. Dr. 
J. S. Hollenbach, pastor, 13 were received 
by confirmation and 1 by letter; total of- 
ferings over $250. Pageant, “In an Kast- 
ern Garden”, was presented by C. HE. 
Easter evening. ©. E. also gave a re- 
ception to new members in Churches of 
Charge on Easter Monday evening. An- 
nual Easter Party and Egg Hunt for chil- 
dren of Primary and Beginners classes of 
Trinity Chureh was held Easter Monday 
afternoon. 


Zion Chureh, Baltimore, Md., Rev. N. 


L. Horn, pastor, enjoyed a _ profitable 
Lenten and Easter season, with decided in- 
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crease in attendance. Pulpits were ex- 
changed twice with Revs. David D. Baker 
of St. Paul’s English and John L. Barn- 
hart of Messiah. On Palm Sunday 11 
young people were confirmed, Easter com- 
munion was largest of present pastorate. 
Zion’s 61st anniversary was observed Apr. 
28. Chureh choir with its ministry of 
music was a splendid aid during the sea- 
son’s services. 

Mr. Wm. C. Gerst, 2027 Third Ave., Al- 
toona, Pa.,one of the best friends and most 
faithful elders the editor ever knew, en- 
tered into the heavenly rest on Apr. 30. 
The funeral was conducted from Christ 
Church, Altoona, May 3, at 2.30 P. M., 
by his pastor, Rev. Chas. D. Rockel. Be- 
sides his widow, Mrs. Ida Cross Gerst, he 
is survived by a son, Fred. D. Gerst, and 
two daughters, Mrs. Mary Reber and Mrs. 
Helen Francis. His was a noble character, 
and he bore the physical affliction of re- 
cent years with a beautiful fortitude and 
unfaltering faith. 

Apr. 28 was an anniversary day in Zion 
Church, Lehighton, Pa., Dr. Paul R. Pon- 
tius, pastor. At evening worship the pas- 
tor marked the 62nd birthday of the 
Church by preaching an anniversary ser- 
mon, At morning session of 8.8., the 61st 
milestone of that organization was mark- 
ed, George E. Gray, Esq., delivering the 
address. All departments took part in 
the general assembly held in the Church, 
Mr. Robert Semmel, superintendent of 
adult department, presiding. The general 
superintendent, Mr. Daniel I. Farren, pre- 
sented Mr. N. M. Balliet, retiring teacher 
of Men’s Bible Class, with a brief case. 
Mr. Balliet has been active in S. 8S. work 
for 56 years. In suitable words, Mr. Far- 
in which he is 


ren indicated the esteem 
held by the School. 


Easter dawn service was held at 5.15 A. 
M. in St. Mary’s Church, Silver Run, Md., 
Rev. Felix B. Peck, pastor. A pageant, 
“The Miracle,’ was presented at this ser- 
vice which was followed by breakfast in 
the basement of the Church. Holy Com 
munion was administered at morning wor 


ship. On Palm Sunday, 8 young people 
were received by confirmation. The 


choir sang Stainer’s “Crucifixion” on Good 
Friday. At this service and on Easter, 
minister and choir were gowned, The 
Junior choir, comprising 27 boys and girls 
between 8 and 14 years, who have been 
rehearsing under direction of Mrs. Peck, 


made their first public appearance Apr. 
28. 
May 5 was a “red letter day,” for the 


pastor and people of St. John’s Church, 
Lansdale, Pa. It marked at once a Golden 
Jubilee and a Mortgage Burning. St. 
John’s has had but two pastors in 50 
years and this was celebrated at the morn- 
ing service, when Mrs. J. J. Rothtrock 
gave most interesting “Reminiscenses of 
50 years” and the pastor, Rev. Alfred Ne- 
vin Sayres, preached on “A Half Century 
of Progress.” In the evening there was 
a mortgage-burning celebration, the 
Church being again filled to capacity. Mrs. 
Rothtrock lighted the fire to burn the last 
of the 40 outstanding mortgage bonds. Dr. 
Paul 8. Leinbach, who was the speaker at 
the ground-breaking service in 1925, was 
the guest preacher. Mr. D. H. Schultz, 
Supt. of the Church School, assisted in the 
service. The total cost of the Church 
School building was $105,000, and with 
$4,000 raised during the past year the 
splendid edifice is now entirely free of 
debt—a most creditable record for times 
like these. The April average for Church 
School attendance was 714. 


Above: The late Rev. J 
trock, pastor for 37 years. 


. J. Roth- 


Upper Center: The Church School 
Building of St. John’s Church, Lans- 
dale, Pa. 


Left: The new Church that is to be. 


Upper Left: 
Nevin Sayres, 
12 years, 


The Rev. Alfred 
pastor for the past 


° 
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Christ Church, Littlestown, Pa., Dr. H. 
H. Hartman, pastor, enjoyed largest 
Easter Communion in congregation’s his- 
tory of 188 years, 440 of membership com- 
muning. Largely attended services were 
conducted during Holy week with Rev. G. 
Howard Koons as guest speaker Wednes- 
day evening. Class of 8 was confirmed 
Palm Sunday and 3 by letter and 3 by 
renewal received Easter Sunday. Offering 
for current expenses $142, for benevo- 
lenee, $133. Young people, led by junior 
choir, presented pageant Palm Sunday 
evening, Easter service program given by 
children Easter evening to large audience. 

The 4th anniversary of the dedication 
of the beautiful Bethany Church, Bethle- 
hem, Pa., Rev. Harvey I. Crow, pastor, 
was celebrated May 5, with Dr. Leinbach, 
of the “Messenger”, as the preacher. The 
attendance was very gratifying, and spe- 
cial musie was rendered in the morning, 
and a post-Easter musicale given in the 
evening. During the past 4 years, in the 
face of the depression, Bethany Chureh 
has received 270 new members, and re- 
duced its indebtedness, besides paying over 
$12,000 in interest. The cost of the new 
Church was $98,130, and the present debt 
is $49,175. Unfortunately the faithful 
pastor, Rev. Mr. Crow, was unable to at- 
tend the anniversary services, being con- 
fined to bed with a sudden attack of ill- 
ness. 

Special Lenten and Holy Week services 
were well attended in St. Stephen’s 
Church, Perkasie, Pa., Rev. Howard 
Obold, pastor. On Palm Sunday, a class 
of 17 was confirmed and 2 received by 
certificate. The pastor brought his Has- 
ter message at dawn service; 414 com- 
muned that day. Festival of the S. 8, 
“Weleome Haster Morning,” was a beau- 
tiful climax. Offerings of the day amount- 
ed to about $600, largely for current needs; 
S. S. contributed $100. The consistory 
has planned to observe 50th anniversary 
of the corner stone laying of the first 
St. Stephen’s Church on May 26. Dr. J. 
Rauch Stein, former pastor, will preach 
in the morning and Rev. John B, Swartz 
of Trumbauersville, a son of the congrega- 
tion and President of Tohickon Classis, 
will give an address in the evening. 

Pittsburgh Synod at Latrobe, Pa., 
opens May 13 at 7.30. Rev. Paul T. Stone- 
sifer, President, preaches on “My Church”. 
The Communion is celebrated Tuesday 
morning, with Dr. F, C. Seitz in charge. 
Rev. L. W. Goebel, Vice-Pres. of General 
Synod, speaks Tuesday evening on “The 
Threshold of a Larger Opportunity.” On 
Wednesday evening Drs, C. E. Schaeffer 
and A, V, Casselman are the speakers. 

The “Student Weekly” announces that 
Franklin and Marshall College will on 
June 5 at its Commencement confer the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Science on 
Dr. Kenneth E. Appel of Haverford and 
Dr. Wm. 8S. Bertolet, of Reading, and of 
Doctor of Divinity on the Rev. Wm. H. 
Bollman, Lancaster, the Rev. J. N. Mulder, 
Lancaster, the Rev. Louis W. Goebel, Chi- 


cago, the Rev. John H. Keller, China 
Grove, N. C., and the Rev. John Ernest 
Mertz, Easton. Rev. Mr. Goebel, Vice- 


President of General Synod, will deliver 
the Commencement address. 

Rev. Edwin H. Bookmyer, Field Secre- 
tary of Pocket Testament League, Inc., 
Philadelphia, was guest preacher in St. 
Mark’s Church, Reading, Pa., Rev. Gustav 
R. Poetter, pastor, on May 5. Mr. G. S. 
Fisher, superintendent, had charge of 52nd 
anniversary of 8. S. which was organized 
by the late Dr. Henry Mosser on May 6, 
1883. School of Leadership Training at 
Albright College will hold commencement 
in St. Mark’s May 12, in the afternoon, 
Rey. Raymond W. Albright, presiding, 
Rev. Dr. Nevin C. Harner of the Theolo- 
gical Semrary, Lancaster, will deliver 
the address. Mrs. Poetter and the G. M. 
S. will pour tea at reception immediately 
following commencement. Elders C. M, 
Leinbach and Harry Matthews are dele- 


gates to Reading Classis at annual meet- 
ing in First Chureh, Hamburg, beginning 
Monday night, May 13. Rev. Mr. Poetter 
has been invited to deliver address at 
closing meeting of Reading R. R. Y. M. 
C. A. on May 26. Mr. C. B. F. Deppen 
will be in charge. 

The Lenten season was 
Trinity Church, Akron, O., Rev. George 
M. Smith, pastor, in a series of Sunday 
evening services which were very helpful, 
the pastor preaching on the’ general 
theme, “So Great a Salvation.” Services 
were held Wednesday, Thursday and Fri- 
day evenings during Holy Week. On 
Good Friday, the choir sang over WJW 
and at the service, sang Stainer’s “Cruci- 
fixion.” Haster Communion was second 
only to the first Easter in the new Church, 
The chancel was filled with parents who 
had brought their children to be bap- 
tized, a most impressive sight. A large 
class of juniors was confirmed. The choir 
sang Shelley’s “Death and Life” at even- 
ing service. On Apr. 26, the consistory 
and wives gave an after-Easter dinner to 
the choir which was also a farewell din- 
ner to Mr. E. M. McCarty, who had been 
chorister for nearly 4 years. The pastor 
attended a very encouraging meeting of 
the Bondholders Protective Committee on 
Apr. 2, at St. Louis. 


In' Bear Creek Charge, N. C., Rev. W. 
8. Gerhardt, pastor, confirmation services 
were held in St. James Church, Mt. Pleas- 
ant, on Good Friday, when 3 girls and 1 
boy were confirmed, the boy receiving bap- 
tism also. An inspiring Communion ser- 
vice was held on Easter Sunday morning, 
The newly elected officers were installed, 
one of them also being ordained, and 4 
infants were baptized. This congregation 
is up-to-date this year in the paying of 
its apportionment. More has been paid 
in so far this year than was paid in any 
one recent year and there is a determina- 
tion to pay in full. The Bethel, or Bear 
Creek congregation was one of 4 of the 
Classis to pay in full, and will doubtless 
do the same this year. Confirmation in this 
congregation was held in the fall. Com- 
munion services were held on Palm Sun- 
day. In the Boger congregation, Con- 
firmation service was held on Easter eve, 
at which time 3 boys and 2 girls were con- 
firmed. This service was considerably en- 
riched by the presence and assistance of 
a male quartette from the M. P. Church of 
Concord. 


observed in 


A delightful after-Easter get-together 
meeting of members of Wentz’s Chureh, 
Worcester, Pa., the Rev. George W. Hart- 
man, pastor, was held April 30th. The 
feature was a reception tendered the 19 
new members who had united with the 
Church on Palm Sunday—13 young people 
and 6 adults. A very interesting and live- 
ly program of song and recitations had 
been arranged by the C. E. Society. Here 
are young people of quality—and a host 
of them—who love their pastor, their 
Chureh and the Kingdom work. The ad- 
dress of the evening was delivered by Dr. 
John M. G. Darms of Philadelphia. This 
historic Chureh has in it abundant vital- 
ity and reflects the fine Christian spirit 
in the hearts of pastor and people. Every- 
one present felt that new life and new 
strength had come to them through these 
additions, which inspired them to go for- 
ward with even greater joy and hope in 
the work of the Lord. This Chureh is the 
home Church of one of our leading lay- 
men, Elder EK, S. Fretz, our genial and 
efficient business secretary in the Schaff 
suilding and President of the Reformed 
Church League. 


During Lenten season in Bethany 
Church, Cuyahoga Falls, O., Rev. J. Theo- 
dore Bucher, 8. T, M., pastor, pre-Easter 
home prayer services were held and medi- 
tations given. Fellowship of Prayer was 
sent into every home of the congregation. 
Lenten sermons were a course on “The 
Spiritual Resources of the Christian’. In- 
termediate choir, under direction of Dr. J. 
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Christian Realities 
By Robert E. Speer 


Dr. Speer in his new book furnishes an 
example which all who desire to defend 


the faith may well emulate. Modera- 
tion, toleration, common-sense and, 


above all else, his fairness is remark- 
able, but offers no sacrifice to his own 
convictions. When many of the beliefs 
of our fathers are being questioned, 
pages such as Dr. Speer has written 
strengthen the reader in his belief that 
there is nothing essential to his creed 
whieh “modern” thinking can destroy. 

$2.50 


Reverend John Doe, D. D. 


A Study of the Place of the Minister 
in the Modern World 


By Edwin McNeill Poteat, Jr. 


“What is this affair of preaching? 
Where does it fit into our confused 
economy? With what currency does 


the pulpit pay its way—offer just com- 
pensation for its still generous board 
and keep?’ In considering these ques- 
tions Dr. Poteat turns a searching light 
on his own profession, and offers a 
spirited challenge to all modern min- 
isters. The over-complacent attitude of 
the average clergyman is especially de- 
eried. Price, $1.50, postpaid 


Their Religion 
By A. J. Russell 


What religion meant 
thirteen famous men is 
this absorbing study. 
selected as his 
saints, 
speare, 


in the lives of 
described in 
The author has 
subjects not reputed 
but men of the world: Shake- 
Napoleon, Dickens, Lineoln, 
Disraeli, Burns, Gladstone, Washing- 
ton, Foch, Darwin, Nelson, Cromwell, 
Livingstone. How each was in some 
way influenced by religious belief is 
related in vivid, anecdotal style, so 
that the ‘inner’ man becomes as real 
to us as the objective facts of his 
career. $2.00, postpaid 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH 


(The Heidelberg Press) 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


1505 RACE ST. 


V. Kauffman, presented service of read- 
ings and song during Chureh School hour 
on Palm Sunday; 2 were confirmed during 
Church service. On Good Friday, the pas- 
tor preached in two three-hour services; 
a united service of Akron area in First 
Church and united service in Episcopal 


Church of Cuyahoga Falls. Bethany held 


a service Good Friday evening. Easter 
Sunday morning a beautiful Chureh ser- 
vice was conducted with chancel decorat- 
ed with flowers given by members and 
special music by senior choir, under diree- 


tion of Miss Vivian A, Bucher, with Mrs, — 


W. E. Cantrell at the organ. Holy Com- 
munion was celebrated; -2 new members 
received and a benevolent offering. The 
pastor has announced following Sundays 
for special music and sermons: May 12, 


Mother’s Day; May 26, Memorial Sunday; _ 
June 2, Children’s Day; June 9, Pentecost 


and Holy Communion; June 16, Trinity 
Sunday; June 30, Bach Sunday. 


A beautiful service was held in Salem- 


Zion Chureh, Philadelphia, on the morn- 


ing of May 5th, when the Committee of 
German Philadelphia Classis, consisting of 


President Wm. G. Weiss, Dr. lL. Kunst, 
and Elder Henry Echelmeier, installed 
pastor-elect in his official position as pa 
tor of Salem-Zion. The Rev. Karl Koe] 
one of the younger 
Church, graduated from the Mission Hi 
in 1931, had served the Reformed Ch 
at La Crosse, Wis., very acceptab 
ts 


past Christian Education, $5,290 
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FOR SALE—Clarion Classis has 
Church Property for sale at Fox- 
burg, Pa., consisting of building and 
the following: Altar, Pulpit, Read- 
ing Desk, Reed Organ, 6 center 
pews (curved), rear 21 ft. front 9 ft., 
12 side pews (curved) 6 ft. in rear 
and 12 ft. in front, 2 wooden offer- 
ing plates, 2 large stained glass win- 
dows, one with figure of Christ as 
the Good Shepherd, and 9 small 
stained glass windows. Any party 
interested may address William F. 
Ginder, Stated Clerk, St. Peters- 
burg, Penna. 


his graduation, having won for himself not 
only the love of his people but the high 
esteem of the community. The unani- 
mous call from Salem-Zion, ‘however, ap- 
pealed to him from the point of enlarged 
service, and the heartiness with which it 
was extended helped him to make his de- 
cision and determine to move from 
the West to the East. An interchange of 
men from the Kast and the West may be 
an important factor in the revival of in- 
terest and strengthening of leadership in 
our united Church. Salem-Zion has always 
had good leadership and we are persuad- 
ed that this is continued under the ad- 
ministration of Brother Koepke, who, 
with his talented wife, will perform con- 
spicuous service in their new _ position. 
At this service Dr. Kunst (President 
Weiss could not be present), conducted the 
installation and preached a strong ser- 
mon based on John 21:15-17, delivering 
the charge to the pastor, whom he had 
confirmed in his former Church at New 
Knoxville, Ohio, a Chureh from which 28 
pastors have entered the Christian min- 
istry. Dr. Kunst emphasized the fact that 
love to Christ is the determining factor 
for effective service of a pastor. Here is 
the fountain head and inspirational cen- 
ter for the affection for people and love 
for the varied work a pastor is called upon 
to do in a metropolitan Church these days. 
Dr. John M. G, Darms, upon request of 
the pastor-elect, the Consistory of the 
Chureh, and of the Classis, delivered the 
charge to the congregation. The choir 
rendered several anthems most acceptably, 
and the congregation, which almost filled 
the spacious Church, entered heartily into 
the joy of the service and responded hap- 
pily. There is yet much vitality and prom- 
ise in this historie Church, which has per- 
formed a great work, paid its apportion- 
ment and supported every good work and 
advance movement in the Church. Certain- 
ly Rey. Mr. Koepke has the good will of 
this people and his fellow ministers and 
friends in Philadelphia. 


STOP, LOOK, LISTEN! 


Our entire Chureh,—pastors, consistor- 
jes, and members,—should pause long 
enough to realize fully the situation which 
our Boards are confronting. They cannot 
do justice to our denominational work 


with the small amount of money they are 


receiving. Their receipts for April were 
low. In the first four months of this year 
they received more than ten per cent less 
on their Apportionments than in the cor- 
responding period of last year. 

One-third of the year has passed and 
the Boards have received only one-tenth 


of their Apportionments. Here are the 
figures: 

Board Jan.-June April 
Home Missions .......$24,963 $9,394 
Foreign Missions ..... 27,434 11,547 

_ Ministerial Relief ..... 5,321 2,680 
~ Christian Education 4,322 974 
Totals: Home Missions, $34,357; FPor- 


eign Missions, $38,981; Ministerial Relief, 


ter came quite late this year and 


* ‘ 


the Lenten benevolent offerings did not 
reach the Boards by the end of April. 
Hundreds of congregations have not for- 
warded a dollar so far this year. Please 
forward all Apportionment money imme- 
(liately. 


A LETTER FROM FLORIDA 


(Read this interesting account of some 
of our Churches in the far South.) 

Greetings from Jacksonville, Florida, 
the “Land of Sunshine’, I have been 
reading “The Messenger” all my life, and 
do not remember ever seeing or reading 
a report from Florida. So I feel it is a 
privilege as well as a pleasure to give 
this report. 

I came here in January and found 
Florida all it is advertised to be, so am 
heartily in sympathy with the “boosters”. 
On consulting that ever reliable source 
of information, “The Year Book and AI- 
manae”’, | found there was an Evangelical 
Church here and, fortunately for me, quite 
near the place I am stopping. Upon in- 
vestigation I found a well built, quite new, 
two-story, stucco building, with Bible 
School rooms on the first floor, and main 
auditorium on the second floor. A small 
chapel in the rear of the Church takes 
care of the Beginners and Primary De- 
partments. The “sunshiny” appearance of 
the interior decorations of the Church is 
very attractive, and with the many win- 
dows makes a bright happy place in which 
to worship. 

That the members of this Church have 
“sunshine in their hearts” was evidenced 
by the cordial greeting and fine courtesy 
extended to the stranger, This congrega- 
tion was without a pastor for five months, 
during which time they were served by 
visiting clergymen and laymen. 

The new pastor, the Rey. Fridolin 
Tschudy, arrived Mareh 1, and on the 
morning of March 3 he preached his first 
sermon to a small congregation. Sunday, 
March 31, he was installed, and the well 
filled auditorium and _ record-breaking 
Bible School attendance spoke loudly of 
the work he has been doing since his ar- 
rival. The installation services were in 
charge of the Rev. G. M. Poth, who with 
his family en route to their new home in 
Miami, stopped here to perform this ser- 
vice. 

The Chureh in Miami, 340 miles south 
of Jacksonville, is the nearest sister 
Church, but these two ministers have de- 
clared their intention of being neighborly. 
A small congregation in Lowell, 100 miles 
south from here, is attached to this 
charge. The pastor here serves the Lowell 
congregation twice a month, which proves 
the “days of much riding” on the part of 
the minister are not yet a thing of the 
past. I have attended a meeting of the 
Woman’s Union, and found a small group 
of earnest, conscientious women who show- 
ed a great interest in their work. The 
generous amount of their contributions 
was surprising and would put to shame 
many a large society. 

Lenten services were held each Wednes- 
day evening during the Lenten season. 
The Palm Sunday services were inspiring, 
and again a record-breaking attendance in 
the Chureh School. 
effective pageant, “The Challenge of the 
Cross”, was beautifully presented by the 
teachers and officers of the School. Pas- 
sion Week services were held and culmi- 
nated in the celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion Waster Sunday morning. The 
Chureh School “ran over”, for there were 
not enough seats to accommodate the 
members and friends who attended. The 
attendanee at this service numbered at 
least 50 more than at any previous time 
in the history of the Church. 

The teachers of the Junior, Primary and 
Beginners Departments gave the children 
an “Easter Egg Hunt” pieniec. The chil- 


‘dren were transported in a large truck 


and automobiles to a forest on the out- 
skirts of the city. There, under the moss- 
hanging trees the children found eggs— 


In the evening the | 


dozens of them—hidden in the small 
mounds of sand thrown up by the sala- 
mander, a small animal six or eight times 
the size of the northern ground mole, but 
the same in appearance. 

Many States of the Union are repre- 
sented in the membership of this congre- 


gation. The Superintendent of the Bible 
School is a New Yorker, while men and 
women from Ohio, Pennsylvania, Mary- 


land, Virginia,’ Minnesota, Tennessee, ete., 
besides countries in foreign lands, can tell 
of work done by the Evangelical group of 
our Church. 

Many kind words are being said of the 
Rev. Mr. Tsechudy, and there is all evi- 
dence that he is getting the co-operation 
of the people. So the future of our 


Church in Jacksonville is very promising. 
Blessings on the Merger! 


V. R. M. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. John M. G. Darms, Secretary 


“This is exactly what is. needed in our 
Churches,” said a layman at the recent 
meeting of his Chapter, in the midst of fruit- 
ful discussion of the monthly topie, “for 
us laymen to get together in a brotherly 
spirit, think about and speak our mind 
on these subjects, and then come to some 
fixed conclusion, and get busy and do the 
things we consider important.” That’s just 
what the League is aiming it. 


“We shall be happy to take up the work 
and suggested program of the League, fine 
and stimulating suggestions included in 
the programs of activity.”—An interested 
pastor. 


The Elders’ Association of Eastern Syn- 
od, under the direction of Dr. F. W. Hart- 
man, chairman, of Harrisburg, Pa., has in- 
vited the members of the Churchmen’s 
League in Eastern Synod to sit in at the 
elders’ meeting on Monday, May 20, at 4 
P. M., at Williamsport, Pa., and at the 
banquet Wednesday, May 22, noon. This 
is real co-operation. President Freeman, 
of the Synodical Committee, expects a gen- 
erous response to his invitation of League 
members for the League conference Tues- 
day, May 21, 5.30 P. M., at Williamsport, 
and at the banquet Wednesday. Surely 
our laymen ARE ON THE MOVE. 


ONE MORE CHAPTER — First Evan- 
gelical and Reformed Church, Shelby, O., 
the Rey. David J. Noll, pastor. This Chap- 
ter started with an interested pastor, who 
was anxious to offer his men, already affili- 
ated in a Bible class brotherhood, the very 
best in thought, fellowship and activity. 
For some months, the various groups of 
men from neighboring Churches had met 
for conference and fellowship. This is a 
splendid arrangement. But, some intensive 
work among the men of the local Churches 
might well precede this, This is furnished 
by a common study program on current 
questions such as presented in the program 
of the League. Then, too, the many ac- 
tivities suggested in the League’s program 
keep the men’s organization from losing 
momentum and running down. As a result 
of the conference of laymen, staged by the 
industrious pastor, Rev. Noll, at Shelby, 
the men of First Church decided enthusi- 
astically to join the League and to help 
in the larger work of the United Church. 
That is highly commendable, and with the 
fine quality of men, who have already done 
some splendid things in this Church, under 
direction of their pastor, the League should 
be strengthened and men’s work in Ohio 
Synod move forward. 
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The officers are as as follows: Pres., 

Reid Page, auto salesman; vice pres., 8. 

Jay Bloom, farmer; secty., Geo. Zeiters, 

supt. of water dept.; and treas., Paul Lego, 

crater. These men have commendable 

qualities for energetic leadership. Wel- 


come to our growing fellowship. 


“The work of the Chapter is already 
producing for the benefit of the Church, 
the men are active and interested.”—State- 
ment by Rey. Noll of Shelby, Ohio. 


The Secretary is available at any time 
during the week and will be glad to pre- 
sent the work of the League to any group 
of men or any pastor desiring it. There 
is no charge for such service, but if travel- 
ing expenses can be met, it would be a 
welcome help. Write the office. 


Here is a good wish greatly appreciated 
and needed: “May you have health and 
divine inspiration to continue the good 
work you do for our men.” — Virginia. 
Thanks—we need it. 


A Rally of the Men of the Evangelical 
and Reformed Churchmen’s Brotherhood of 
Buffalo was held at Zoar Church, Buffalo, 
Rey. J. Bosch, pastor, on Sunday, April 
28. The address was given by Dr. Lester 
Kellogg, Professor of Business Administra- 
tion of the University of Buffalo. 


“T consider the work, which the Church- 
men’s League is doing as one of the most 
hopeful for the coming generation, and I 
look forward to the union of the Evan- 
gelical Brotherhood and the Churchmen’s 
League with a great deal of anticipation. 
It seems to me that the two together can 
do for the men what the organization of 
the women is doing for the Churches.”— 
President Richards of the United Church. 


GCHURCH 


Your men will thank you for 
ORGANIZING A CHAPTER 
of the LEAGUE in your CHURCH 
RIGHT NOW — AFTER EASTER 


ST. PAUL’S ORPHANS AND OLD 
FOLKS’ HOME, GREENVILLE, PA. 


C. L. Noss, Superintendent 


A Busy Week 


The week beginning Haster Sunday was 
bright and sunshiny. All hands were busy. 
How we worked. By Tuesday of the fol- 
lowing week this is some of our accom- 
plishments. High School pupils took final 
tests. Eight grades, county examinations. 
House keepers cleaned a number of rooms. 
Farmer planted 31 acres of oats. Got 
potato and corn ground ready. Some gar- 
den vegetables planted. 130 small fruit 
trees planted. 600 raspberry plants, 100 
grapes and 1,000 strawberries planted. 
The two apple orchards of over 500 trees 
were sprayed. “Orphans’ Friend” mailed 
and Old Folks’ envelopes for Mother’s 
Day mailed, Did not have quite enough to 
do, so some of the boys filled in by going 


fishing. The latter has been good. The 
Shenango has been yielding some fine 
suckers. Everybody works sometimes, 


even the superintendent. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Superintendent 

The guests and Trustees of the Home 
have been thinking much of the coming 
Mother’s Day observances of our Churches 
and Sunday Schools. Twelve years ago 
Lehigh Classis passed an action asking its 
congregations and Sunday Schools to ob- 
serve Mother’s Day at the appointed time, 
and in that connection lift an offering for 
the support of the aged family at Phoebe 
Home. 


MESSENGER 


May 9, 1935 


Since that time regularly a considerable 
number of congregations have been doing 
this for the benefit of the Home. The 
parishes of other Classes joined in that 
practice and later many others through- 
out the Eastern Synod have been doing 
likewise. 

Phoebe Home has doubled the size of 
its family during the last two years. 
Many of its new guests were invalids 
when admitted, others very old and feeble. 
Four nurses and a male attendant are 
now required to care for the sick and 
infirm and other employees are giving 
part time to that service. The number of 
infirmary cases is constantly becoming 
larger. 

Naturally the cost of maintaining a 
family with a very large percentage of 
invalids is high, and the Home must have 
much more income than formerly. Enve- 
lopes have been sent to the Churches will- 
ing to use them for the Mother’s Day 
offering. 

In connection with the offerings, many 
persons are enrolling as members of the 
Phoebe Home Auxiliary. The Auxiliary 
members make a voluntary contribution of 
$1 a year. The number of persons who 
enroll as members of the Auxiliary is econ- 
stantly increasing. In every congregation 
throughout the Eastern Synod there 
should be some enrollments this year. If 
only persons in good financial cireum- 
stances will do that, there is likely to come 
adequate support for our aged family. 

Such a Mother’s Day contribution to 
the Home is a most commendable expres- 
sion of appreciation of mother. Not a 


few of our Auxiliary members have ut-_ 


tered the following sentiment: “When T 
express my appreciation of mother through 
a gift, it will be satisfactory and a eredit 
to me to the extent it is generous.” 
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URGENT CALLS FOR SURPLUS 
MATERIALS 


Some excellent missionaries returning to 
the fields and others on the fields are very 
anxious to have some needed materials for 
their Christian work. 


Here is a list submitted by Rev. and 
Mrs. George D. Josif who are returning in 
August to Burma: Two or three portable 
graphophones, a dozen records of instru- 
mental music, preferably marches (band 
musie is greatly liked by the Burmans), 
a dozen or more records of hymns or folk 
songs, one stereopticon machine (prefer- 
ably one that can be run by acetylene, al- 
though one run by electricity could be 
used in some places in Burma), one good 
set of slides on the Life of Christ (there 


isn’t a decent set in Burma), other sets of . 


slides—edueational, Biblical or entertain- 
ing, Sunday School cards and leaflets and 
large pictures like the Sunday School cards 
that come in a roll, and a blackboard that 
rolls up. 

William Swaan who is in West Borneo 
in the Netherland East Indies writes as 
follows: “We have need for a picture or 
film apparatus with slides or films showing 
the Life of Christ, ete. The machine must 
be light so it may be easily carried from 
village to village, and weather the tropical 
climate. We could also use a light, fast 
duplicator (rototype), some string instru- 
ments as mandolins, banjo-mandolins, or 
violins for some of our Sunday School chil- 
dren. A powerful strong light receiving 
set would be very useful in obtaining the 


attention of the natives and also some com- 
fort to the writer as we are practically all 


alone in the jungle and very isolated and _ 


we would love to be able to tune in some- 
times and hear what the folks at home 
are doing.’ Mr. Swaan further writes: 
“This is the third year that I am in 
Borneo. We were able to preach in the 
native language, the Malay tongue, six 


FOOD FACTS 


Did You Know That: 


—About 20 pounds of grapes 
are needed to produce 6 or 
7 pounds of raisins. 

—tThere are 162 varities of 
edible fish available for 
American consumers. 

——“Every time a child gets a 
full day’s ration of milk,” 
Professor Henry C. Sher- 
man of Columbia University 
has stated, “you might say 
that he puts calcium and 
vitamin A in his bank as 
well as adding it to his 
working capital.” 

—Late planted and late fall 
harvested beets have dark- 
est red color. 


These “food facts” are compiled 
by the Division of Consumer In- 
formation, New Jersey State De- 
partment of Agriculture. 


months after we landed. I have lived for 
twenty years in the dear old U. 8. A. and 
Canada but was born in Holland and am 
able to speak that language as it is my 
mother tongue. It is used considerably by 
the leading people here. In the name of 
our Master Jesus we ask prayerfully your 
consideration and co-operation.” 

Sunday School workers who can supply 
any of these items are urged to write to 
the World’s Sunday School Association, 51 
Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


HUMILIATING THE CHILD 
Louise S. Quackenbush 


“T see Edward has begun school,” ob- 
served Mrs. King, as she and her neighbor 
were enjoying their respective gardens. 


“Yes,” replied Mrs. Browne with a hesi- 


tant frown. “I took him yesterday, and 
he mortified me dreadfully.” : 
Mrs. King looked surprised as Mrs, 


Browne continued: “The principal permit- — 


ted me to accompany Edward into Miss — 
She was so sweet and 


Gerhard’s room. 
wanted him to feel at ease, so she § 
‘Edward, how would you like to sit next | 
that little boy?’ indicating a beaut 
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ward gave one look, pointed at the little 
chap and with withering scorn replied, 
‘What, him? He’s a sissy, isn’t he? I 
want to sit with a “regular guy”.’ 

“T felt ashamed!” 

Poor Mrs. Browne! 
tle Curlyhead? 

“When my eldest brother was a little 
fellow,” began Mrs. King with a reminis- 
cent smile, “my mother bought him a new 
straw hat for school. The hat had tiny 
streamers extending an inch or two _ be- 
yond the brim. My brother decided it was 
a sissy hat. Evidently he did not want to 
offend Mother, for he said nothing, but as 
soon as he was out of sight of the house, 
he would doff his hat and carry it all the 
way to school. 

“When an observant neighbor told 
Mother about it, she merely snipped off 
the offending streamers and the hat was 
mustered into active service. It’s strange, 
what a big difference a few inches of rib- 
bon can make. 

“Some people seem to think children 
cannot be offended and are oblivious to all 
that is said about them in their presence,” 
continued Mrs. King. “I was a very shy 
child, and my mother, unwittingly, caused 
me many painful moments. In introducing 
me to strangers, she would try to ease mat- 
ters for me by telling them how bashful I 
was. And if anyone gave me anything, 
instead of waiting for my reaction, she 
would say, ‘Now, what do you say?’ If 
she could have known how she humiliated 
me—outraged my self-respect—she would 
have discontinued the practice long before 
she did. If she had only given me time, I 
know that in my shy way I should have 
said, ‘Thank you,’ without prompting. As 
it was, I merely hung my head and grin- 
ned. O, how little mirth there was in that 

rin! 

“Yet Mother, herself, had been a diffi- 
dent child. Perhaps that was why she 
was sure she could help me without con- 
sidering carefully how to do it. It seems 
she was punished, sometimes, for her shy- 
ness. One day, when she was about seven, 
a neighbor saw her peering through the 
fence pickets at her lovely flowers. Being 
fond of children, the kind woman imme- 
diately came out with scissors and began 
cutting a bouquet. Mother suspected they 
were intended for her and that she would 
have to make a speech and thank her, so 
to avoid the ordeal she ran home. The 
flowers were later sent to her by an elder 
sister who told the whole story, and poor 
little Mother was punished for running 
away. Grandma’s tactics certainly were 
not commendable.” 

“Nowadays,” reflected Mrs. Browne with 
a smile, “children don’t seem to be afflicted 
with shyness. I have not met a shy child 
in ten years.” Lae 

At this juncture Edward came swinging 
along, ready for lunch. Spying Mrs. King 
he called, “Good morning, Mrs. King. Isn’t 
this a lovely day?” ; 

“Tt is indeed, Edward,” laughed the 
friendly neighbor with a farewell wave to 
his mother. 

“No, not many children are outwardly 
shy today,” she said to herself, “but all 
are inwardly sensitive, even though they 
hide it carefully. Every boy and girl is 
capable of having his self-respect wound- 
ed. Parents and teachers still need to be 
on their guard.” 


But what about lit- 


“Under the condition of modern Amer- 
ican family life, it is particularly necessary 
that younger children should have the op- 
portunities afforded by kindergarten train- 
ing. It seems to me essential that every 
community should make available to its 
children the advantages and privileges of 
the kindergarten.” — Robert G. Cleland, 
Dean, Occidental College, Los Angeles, Cal. 


The National Kindergarten Association, 


8 West Fortieth Street, New York City, is 


working energetically to get kindergartens 


established in all public schools. 


Verses to Memorize 
By GRENVILLE KLEISER 


THANK GOD 


Thank God for night 
And silence deep, 
Protecting Love 
And peaceful sleep. 
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MOTHER, HOME, AND HEAVEN 


Three words there are which seem to stand 


alone, 
Among the many which to men are 

given, 
Which ever with a light Divine have 

shone, 


And these three words are 
Home, and Heaven. 


Mother, 


The first word which the childish lips are 
taught 
To utter is the sacred name of Mother; 
And when in coming years some one is 
sought 
To guard and guide, ’tis she and not 
another. 


Just as responsible is Father, too, 
To guide the childish feet the Christ- 
like way, 
And oh, that every father might be true, 
As mine was, to this duty, day by day. 


And yet ’tis true the mother makes the 
home; 
*Tis she who to the little ones give 
birth; 
‘Tis she who watches wheresoe’er they 
roam, 
And follows with her prayers to ends 
of earth. 


And every home where Mother does her 
part 
Is but a replica of Heaven above, 
If all the rest, as well, with all their heart, 
Will show, in word and deed, a Christ 
like love. 


Dear Mother mine, while earth does still 
retain 

Your presence, we, your loyal girls and 
boys, 

Know that for us the Home does still re- 
main, 

With all its hallowed memories and 


joys. 


If we to your example e’er be true, 
; ; 
We'll all experience Heaven now and 


here, 

And when our earthly pilgrimage is 
through 

There’ll be a _ cirele still unbroken 
There. 


So Mother, Home, and Heaven—wondrous 
sound 
These three words carry to our listen- 
ing ears, 
And may they echo all the world around 
Today, and ever through the coming 
years. 
—wWilliam 8. Gerhardt 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE QUEEN MOTHER 


Text, II Kings 10:13, “We go down to 
salute * * * * the children of the queen.” 
The 25th anniversary of the coronation 
of King George V, King of England, which 
has just been celebrated, brings to mind 
the career of his grandmother, Queen Vic- 


toria, who reigned longer than any other 
sovereign in English history. She was not 
only a remarkable queen, but was the 
mother of nine children, and a remark- 
able mother at that. As we are about to 
celebrate another Mother’s Day, it is fit 
ting to speak of Queen Victoria as the 
Queen Mother. 

She was born at Kensington Palace on 
the 24th of May, 1819, so that two weeks 
from tomorrow will mark the 116th anni- 
versary of her birth. She was the only 
child of Edward, duke of Kent, brother 
of William IV, and of Princess Victoria 
Mary Louisa, Dowager Princess of Lein- 
ingen, widow of Prince Emich Karl of 
Leiningen, by whom she already had two 
children. 

On account of their straitened cireum- 
stances, the duke and duchess of Kent 
had been living at Amorbach, in Fran- 
conia, but they returned to London that 
their child should be born in England, 
She was christened on the 24th of June, 
when one month old, by Dr. Manners Sut- 
ton, Archbishop of Canterbury, and re- 
ceived the name Alexandrina Victoria. 
This name was given her by the tsar Alex- 
ander I, who stood as sponsor. He stipu- 
lated for Alexandrina, and when her 
father requested that she be given a sec- 
and name, the sponsor answered rather 
abruptly, “Let her be ealled Victoria, 
after her mother, but this name must come 
after the other.” Several attempts were 
made to change her name to Elizabeth 
or Charlotte, but upon becoming queen 
her name was made Victoria simply, and 
by that name she was known during the 
whole of her long reign. 

Victoria lost her father in January, 
1820, when she was only about eight 
months old, five days before his brother 
succeeded to the throne as George IV. 
At her birth there were five persons be- 
tween Victoria and the throne, but they 
all died before she became of age. At the 
time of her husband’s death, Victoria’s 
mother was a woman of 384. She was 
handsome and shrewd, and a German at 
heart with little liking for English ways, 
but she took very good care of her daugh- 
ter, who might become the queen of Eng- 
land some day. 

Victoria received an excellent educa- 
tion, under the direction of her unele, 
Prince Leopold, her mother’s brother. He 
thought it wise to keep the little princess 
in ignorance concerning her future pros- 
pects, so that she might not develop the 
spirit of pride or vanity. When she was 
12 years old Victoria asked her mother, 
“Who will be king, mamma, when Unele 
William dies.” Her mother replied, “You 
will be queen, my dear.” “Then I must 
be a very good little girl now,” was her 
reply. This feeling of responsibility to- 
ward her people was the keynote of the 
long reign of Queen Victoria. Sir Walter 
Seott saw her when she was 9 years old 
and remarked, “This little lady is educated 
with much care and watched so elosely | 
that no busy maid has a moment to whis- 
per, ‘You are the heir of England.” Un- 
til she became queen she never slept a 
night away from her mother’s room, and 
she was not allowed to converse with any 
grown-up person, friend, tutor or servant 
except in the presence of her mother or 
her governess. 

In 1830 her uncle, George IV, died, and 
was succeeded by another uncle, William 
IV. This made Victoria direct heir to the 
throne, His reign was brief, and he pass- 
ed away on the 20th of June, 1837. His 
thoughts had dwelt often. on his niece, 
Victoria, and he repeatedly said that he 
was sure she would be “a good woman 
and a good queen.” He exclaimed, “It 
will touch every sailor’s heart to have a 
girl queen to fight for. They’ll be tattoo- 
ing her face on their arms, and I'll be 
bound they’ll all think she was christened 
after Nelson’s ship.” 

Dr. Howley, Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and the Marquis of Conyngham, bearing 
the news of the king’s death, started in a 
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carriage with four horses, and arrived in 
Kensington at 5 o’clock in the morning. 
Their servants rang, knocked and thumped 
at the palace door, and were finally admit- 
ted. After awhile a maid appeared and 
said that the Princess Victoria was in a 
deep sleep and could not be disturbed. 
Dr. Howly answered that he had come 
on state business to which everything, 
even sleep, must give place. The princess 
was awakened, and quickly came down 
stairs in a dressing gown, her fair hair 
flowing loose over her shoulders. She was 
informed that she was Queen of England. 
Her own account of the incident, written 
the same day in her journal, shows her to 
have been quite prepared. 

The privy council met that morning and 
the usual oaths were administered to the 
Queen by Lord Chancellor Cottenham, 
after which all present did homage. The 
Queen opened her first parliament in per- 
sen, and in a well-written speech, which 
she read with much feeling, adverted to 
her youth and to the necessity which ex- 
isted for her being guided by enlightened 
advisers. The Duke of Wellington said of 
the young Queen: “She not merely filled 
her chair, she filled the room.” Of her 
speech, opening her first Parliament, 
Charles Summer, a visitor from America, 
said: “Her voice was sweet and finely 
modulated. I think I have never heard 
anything better read in my life.” 

The coronation of Queen Victoria took 
place on the 28th of June, 1838. No more 
touching ceremony of the kind had ever 
been performed in Westminster Abbey. 
There were almost half a million of coun- 
try visitors in London to see the pro- 
cession to the Abbey. 

The next step of great importance in 
the life of Queen Victoria was her mar- 
riage to Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg. 
The ceremony took place on the 10th of 
February, 1840, in the Chapel Royal, St. 
James. In 1836 Prince Albert, who was 
born in the same year as Victoria, paid a 
visit to England with his father and his 
brother. His handsome face, gentle dis- 
position and playful humor had produced 
a favorable impression on the princess. 
After Victoria was crowned queen it was 
felt that it would be advisable for her 
to get married. Lord Melbourne negoti- 
ated with King Leopold of Belgium, and 
Prince Albert made a second visit to Eng- 
land in 1839. The Queen wrote to King 
Leopold, “Albert’s beauty is most striking, 
and he is so amiable and unaffected—in 
short, very fascinating.” Three days 
afterward everything was settled and the 
marriage was arranged for. The Queen 
wrote to her uncle, “I love him more than 
I can say.” 

Their marriage was a happy and a sue- 
cessful one. Queen Victoria had her hus- 
band made “Prince Consort” and provi- 
sion was made that he should be sole 
regent in case the Queen, after giving 
birth to a child, died before her son or 
daughter came of age. Queen Victoria 
looked up to her husband, counted him her 
chief adviser and private secretary, re- 
sented criticism of him, and after his 
lamented death in 1861 spent the remain- 
ing forty years of her hfe in mourning 
him. 

They had nine children, four sons and 
five daughters, and the Queen was an af- 
fectionate and devoted mother. It is said 
that in the bringing up of those children, 
in their illnesses, in their marriages and 
offspring, the Queen found the chief in- 
terests of her life. Their first child was 
a daughter, the princess royal, who was 
born on the 21st of November, 1840. A 
little less than a year later, on the 9th 
of November, 1841, a son was born, the 
Prinee of Wales, who, after the death of 
Queen Victoria, succeeded her on the 
throne as Edward VII, from the 22nd of 
January, 1941, to the 6th of May, 1910. 
And he in turn was followed by his son, 
the present incumbent, George V, who was 
crowned 25 years ago. 


Queen Victoria’s reign was not only the 


longest in English history but also the 
most ‘prosperous. During her reign her 


country took its place among the foremost 
nations of the world. Great strides for- 
ward were made in education, science, art, 
industry and religion, On the 20th of 
June, 1887, the whole British empire held 
a great Jubilee celebration in honor of 
the 50th anniversary of her accession to 
the throne. She continued to reign 14 
years after that, being active in the per- 
formance of her duties until a week be- 
fore her death, which took place on the 
22nd of January, 1901, at the age of 81 
years and 6 months. 


Puzezle Beate 


ANSWERS TO—BEHEAD THE MISSING 
WORDS. No. 43 


1. Astray—stray—Tray—tay. 
2. Braid—raid—aid. 


3, Jargon—Argon—on, 
4, Estate—State—ate. 
5, Errant—rant—ant. 
6. Deface—face—ace. 
7. Attired—tired—red. 


CURTAIL THESE WORDS. No. 52 
1. The 


on the ship disturbed the 

and he said, “ , Silence it.” 

2. They belonged to a age, but we 
found them to be (3 off) for 
pleasing the lady. 

3 He was a during the strike, and 
would (2 off) his pals for a 
nie. 

4. She looked out of the 
what destruction the (2 off) 


and saw 
had 


wrought. Even suffering nature could 
not her sympathy. 


5. Slowly he would up and down 


the hall, waving his (2 off) though 
he seemed and weary. 

6. She went to the and took in 
the drama, but her (2 off) was 
not there. 

7. Some said that the moon was 


Others said old (2 off) 
posed of gasses. 
put it to a vote. 


was con- 
they decided to 
A. M. 8. 


The small boy had fallen into the 


stream, but had been rescued. 

“How did you come to fall in?” asked a 
bystander. 

“T didn’t come to fall in,” the boy ex- 
plained. “I came to fish.” 


Children’s Corner 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


Guess what time it was when I baked 
two batches of cookies the other night! 
Promise you won’t tell? I began at 9.30 
P. M. and didn’t lock the back door and 
put out the cat, until . . until quarter 
of midnight! I didn’t have to do it, and 


my home missionary husband scolded ’n’. 


scolded, but . . a manse is such a busy 
place. The doorbell had rung ’bout ’steen 
times, and the telephone three times that 
often; there’d been knocks at the back 
door too. I’d been out until 5.30 P. M. 
making calls, and so supper was late, but 


THE PASTOR THINKS 
That in these days when wise 
doctors tell you, sometimes, that the 
cause of a physical trouble is any- 
where but where you think it is, it 


may be possible that the cause for 

some people failing to attend Church 

services may be found in their feet. 
—Now and Then 


it was a good one: broiled meat, scalloped 
potatoes, corn pudding, and - and an 
upside down cake with pineapples. But 
before I had the dishes wiped, the doorbell 
rang twice, and one of the visitors stayed 
until 9.30. I’d left the baking things on 
the cabinet, and greased the cookie sheets, 
and L wanted to do it, and so . . and 
so, by quarter of midnight, between half a 
dozen layers of waxed paper, were Buster 
3rowns, and Molasses Cookies, made with 
Karo syrup instead of molasses. So, won’t 
you drop in for a taste or two? Anyway, 
here’s “Quarter-of-midnight-cookies” greet- 
ings to all my mixing-bowl lickers, who 
like Aunty Seltzers even though they hop, 
skip ’n’ jump around a green ’n’ gold kitch- 
en, when they should be sound asleep. 
P. S. My husband ate the samples, nor 
did I even whisper that I’d treated the 
first nine to two “grates” on that gadget 
that scrapes cabbage, carrots, lemons ’n’ 
things, so that nary a crumb o’ black re- 
mained! P.S. We have no cat. 


THE MOTHER WE LOVE 


We love the mother— 
The one who is good; 
One glad in doing 
The things that she should. 
The mother whose way 
Leads ever to right; 
Who senses all wrong 
With mother’s insight. 


We love the mothers 


hs 
Who never forsake » 
Tho children may err F 
In choices they make. : 
The mother who bears . 
Along with a smile : 
The hardships of folks, - 
Down the “second mile”. ; 
We love the mother Bian 
Who lives as she should; ane? 
One praying that folk = 
Will grow to be good. y 
Good mothers deserve 2 


The best in the land; 
The richest blessings— 
A true helping hand. 


_ —Harry Troupe Brewer } ua 
Hagerstown, Md. £ , 


The page-boy had just carried the 


guest’s luggage to the bedroom. a MS 
“Now, my boy,” said the man, “what’s  — 
your name?” ; 
“John Smith, sir,” replied the boy, “but  __ 
they call me Billiard Cue because I work 
much better with a tip.” re 


By the Rev. J. L. Barnhart, D.D. ~ 


HELPS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 13-19 _ 


Memory Verse: “Go ye, therefore, and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing — fa 
them into the name of the Father and of — ye 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.’ Matthew 
28:19. 2 

Memory Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up to 
Thee” (274). 

Theme: Baptism. a 


Monday: Baptism Commanded 
Matthew 28:18-20 


Jesus must have regarded baptism 
highly important, or He would not 
commanded it. He linked it with init: 
tion into His kingdom, and intended 
be a means of grace. This command 
faithfully observed by the early Chi 
tians, as the New Testament 
shows, and has continued to be ob 
the Church. An implication of thi 
‘tion is that all who are baptized 
vows made by them, or in their 
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have been given to the Lord, and are to 
be brought up as His children, and at the 
proper age are to take upon themselves in 
confirmation the vows made for them by 
their parents. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, O Lord, for the 
sacrament of baptism with its many bless- 
ing. Help us to understand its meaning 
and live up to its requirements, for Christ’s 
sake. Amen, 


Tuesday: Baptism of the Ethiopian 
Acts 8:26-39 
To what blessed results worship and the 
reading of Scripture often lead. Here is 
an illustration. The Ethiopian, returning 
from worshiping in Jerusalem, was reading 
the 53rd chapter of Isaiah and was so 
deeply impressed that he was eager to 
know the person of whom the prophet 
wrote. To him Philip gladly explained this 
passage of Scripture, told him of Jesus and 
the way of salvation. After having been 
instructed, and making the declaration: “I 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of 
God,” he, in accordance with his desire, 
was baptized. How grateful Philip must 
have been, and how rejoiced, that he was 
privileged to be the Lord’s agent in bring- 
ing another to Christ. Do we crave the 
same privilege and the same joy? 
Prayer: 
“Lord, speak to me, that I may speak 
In living echoes of Thy tone; 
As Thou hast sought, so let me seek 
Thy erring children lost and lone.” 
Amen. 


Wednesday: Baptism of Jesus 
Matthew 3:13-17 


Jesus had no sins to confess, but He felt 
so identified with a sinful race, which He 
came to redeem, that He submitted to the 
baptism of John. He also, evidently, re- 
garded His baptism as a dedication of 
Himself to His Father and to His mission. 
His baptism must have met with the 
Father’s approval, for He was at that 
time annointed with the Holy Ghost, 
equipped with the fullness of the Divine 
Spirit for His appointed work. We were 
baptiszed that we might be cleansed. from 
our sins, receive newness of life and be 
dedicated to the Lord to engage in His 
service. Are we living up to the baptismal 
vows made in our behalf, and are we try- 
ing faithfully to fill our mission in life? 

Prayer: We thank Thee, Our Father, that 
through baptism we have been brought in- 
to the Church. Help us to meet our obli- 
gations and live up to our opportunities to 
promote Thy Kingdom, for our Redeemer’s 
sake. Amen. 


Thursday: Baptism of Three Thousand 
Acts 2:37-42 


What a glorious day was the Day of 
Pentecost! The disciples were filled with 
the Holy Spirit, and in response to Peter’s 
heart-piercing sermon, and his challenge to 
repent and be baptized, three thousand per- 
sons were baptized and brought as “first 
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During the Easter season in First Church, 
Ephrata, Pa., Rev. Dr. Martin Schweitzer, 
pastor, there were 5 confirmed, 2 received 
by letter and 6 by reprofession. Duplex 
envelopes were used for offerings with 
good results. 

-St. John’s Church, Spbiiatited 3 Pa., ri 
H. H. Rupp, pastor, reports offerings for 
expenses ana a ee onraent of $251. Addi- 
tions to membership were 11 by confirma- 
tion, 1 by letter and 2 by reprofession. 

The Revs. T. C. Brown, Bethlehem, J. B. 
Frantz, Woodstock, Va., C. R. Zweizig, 
York, and Howard Obold, Perkasie, Pa., 
attended the Yale Convocation the week of 
Apr. 21. 

It was announced that May meeting of 
the Woman’s Social Union of the Reformed 
Churches of Philadelphia and vicinity, 
would be held in Karmel Church, 72nd and 
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fruits” into the Christian Church. Whether 
they were immersed or not we do not 
know, but as there was no large body of 
water at Jerusalem, situated among the 
mountains, it is not likely they were. The 
mode of baptism is not vital. “The letter 
killeth, the spirit giveth life.” Not the 
amount of water, or the way it is used, 
but true repentance and faith make bap- 
tism efficacious. It is possible to lay so 
much stress on outward forms as to make 
them appear magical or superstitious rites. 

Prayer: Through the teaching and 
preaching of Thy word, may the Holy 
Spirit continue to convict men of sin and 
turn them to Thee. May an ever increas- 
ing number of penitents be brought into 
Thy Kingdom through our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen, 


Friday: Baptism of the Gentiles 
Acts 10:44-48 

At first the apostles were prejudiced 
against the Gentiles and believed that they 
must observe the rites of Judaism before 
eoming into the Christian Church. Peter 
was taught that God is no respecter of 
persons and that God-fearing people of 
every nation may come into the Kingdom. 
The baptism of Cornelius had special sig- 
nificance in that it marked a decided step 
forward in the progress of the Church, and 
helped overcome racial prejudice. But alas! 
how much racial, national, religious and 
class prejudice is still in the world. Hitler 
does not allow Mendelssohn’s wedding 
march to be played in Germany, because 
its composer was a Jew! What blind pre- 
judice! But none of us are entirely free 
from one kind of prejudice or another. 
The Kingdom of God is to be all inclusive 
and make of the world a brotherhood. To 
that end all prejudice must be overcome. 

Prayer: We thank Thee, O God of Love, 
that Thou art no respector of persons, and 
didst send Thy Son to save all mankind. 


Help us to treat all men as brethren, for . 


Thy name’s sake. Amen. 


Saturday: Baptism of the Jailer 
Acts 16:25-34 

When the jailer tremblingly asked the 
most vital of all questions: “Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?” he was given the 
brief but all-sufficient answer: “Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved, and Thy house.” After having been 
instructed and having accepted Christ he 
and his family were baptized. Some peo- 
ple seem to be waiting for some catas- 
trophe to shake them out of their com- 
placeney and set them thinking of salva- 
tion. Others taste the anguish of sin be- 
fore feeling the need of Christ. After 
listening to others telling of the great 
things the Lord had done for them by 
converting them from drinking, gambling, 
ete., one man said: “The Lord has done 
more for me than for any of you. He kept 
me from ever having become a drunkard, 
a gambler, ete. I was baptized as a child, 
brought up as a Christian and by the grace 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Elmwood Avenue, Wednesday, May 8, at 
2. P. M. sharp. 

In Martinsburg, Pa., Charge, Rev. Victor 
Steinberg, pastor, 13 members were re- 
ceived by confirmation and 2 by letter at 
Easter; 222 communicants; and offerings, 
$185. 

Having accepted a call to the Grace 
Church at Harmony, Pa., Rev. J. O. Gil- 
bert of Alliance, O., submitted his resigna- 
tion as pastor of the Maximo and Bethel 
Churches on Apr. 28, after serving them 
since June 1, 1930. He will begin his new 
duties May 15. 

In Grace Church, York, Pa., Rev. Irvin 
A. Raubenhold, pastor, 25 new members 
were received into fellowship on Easter; 
16 by confirmation, 6 by letter and 3 by 
reprofession. Catechetical class wore vest- 
ments for the first time, white for the girls 


The Latest Book by 
E. STANLEY JONES 


Christ’s Alternative to Communism 


E. Stanley Jones holds that 
sensitive minds in Christendom 
know that sooner or later they 
must come to grips with the issues 
raised by the Marxian experiment 
in Russia. The two facts of ac- 
complishment and irreligion in 
Russia make the problem. 

Against Communism he places 
an unshakable Kingdom of God 
and the unchanging Person of 
Christ. He bases the Christian 
program upon the announcement 
of Jesus in the synagogue at Naz- 
areth. Human need is to be the 
determining factor in the re-or- 
ganization of society. We have 
gone as far in spirituality as we 
ean go under the competitive 
system. God cannot apply power 
behind the Christian movement so 
long as it is turned in the direc- 
tion of private property, social 
bondages and ghastly inequalities. 

Price, net, $2.00, postpaid 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH 
THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
1505 RACE ST., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


of God have been enabled to live an up- 
right life.” 

Prayer: Grant, O Lord, that all who have 
grown up in sin may be converted, and 
that all children may be brought up in 
Thy nurture, for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


Sunday: The Meaning of Baptism 
Romans 6:1-11 

Jesus in His conversation with Nico- 
demus connected the new life with bap- 
tism. According to Paul baptism means 
the dying to sin and the renewal of life 
in Christ. The Heidelberg Catechism 
teaches that we are baptized “to be re- 
newed by the Holy Ghost and sanctified 
to be members of Christ, that so we may 
more and more die unto sin and lead holy 
and unblamable lives.” In baptism God 
assures us He will perform His part of 
the covenant between Him and man. The 
new spiritual life is like a seed. Whether 
it will flourish and blossom, or die, depends 
in part upon the person who has received 
it. If he keeps himself in right relations 
with God, seeks to do His will and tries 
to avoid and overcome evil, he will grow 
in grace and become more Christlike. 

Prayer: Father in heaven, help us to 
remember our baptismal vows. Keep us 
unspotted from the world. Enable us by 
Thy grace to walk worthily of the voca- 
tion wherewith we are called, and show to 
others the glory of Thy salvation through 
Christ Jesus. Amen. 


(Continued from Page 13) 


and black for the boys. They were fur- 
nished by the primary teachers. The pas- 
tor was assisted during Holy Week services 
by Rev. E. V. Strasbaugh, who preached 
Tuesday evening. 

There was a Congregational Get-together 
on Apr. 30 in Emmanuel Church, Allen- 
town, Pa., Rev. Willis D. Mathias, pas- 
tor. This was also a reception for new 
members. Annual Spring Rally of the 
workers in the Church School will be held 
May 23. 

On Palm Sunday, in the Ringtown 
Charge, Ringtown, Pa., Rev. A. C. Rohr- 
baugh, pastor, 30 members were received; 
23 by confirmation, 2 by renewal, and 5 
by letter. Since the pastor began his work 
last June, 35 other accessions have been 
made; 19 by confirmation, 8 by renewal, 
and 8 by letter. Easter Sunday was mark- 
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ed by the largest Communion in the history 
of the charge, 439 persons having com- 
muned. The pastor has again started cate- 
chetical classes in the charge for confirma- 
tion in fall; 88 catechumens have re- 
sponded. 

Mr. Philip M. Ziegler, for many years a 
devoted member of Grace Church, Chicago, 
departed this life on the evening of Thurs- 
day, Apr. 18. Mr. Ziegler has been an in- 
valid for a long time, at times suffering 
intense pain. For a while he lived in 
Maine, where his faithful wife died. For 
the last ten years he stayed in the Luth- 
eran Old Folks’ Home at Muscatine, Iowa, 
where he died. The funeral services were 
held in the chapel of the Home and were 
in charge of Rev. Mr. Klein, the chaplain. 
His body was laid to rest in the cemetery 
adjoining the Home. 

The Rev. C. Nevin Stamm assumed the 
pastorate of Gladeland Charge, Mann’s 
Choice, Pa., Feb. 15, and was ordained and 
installed by a committee consisting of the 
Revs. J. W. Bechtel, J. W. Yeisley and 
George E. Dillinger on Mar. 10. Since that 
time, 111 have been received into member- 
ship and 47 were baptized. Of the acces- 
sions, 64 were confirmed on Palm Sunday 
and Easter; 7 were received by letter and 
40 by reprofession. A splendid spirit seems 
to prevail and, for the first time in a num- 
ber of years, several Churches have made 
a substantial payment on their apportion- 
ment. 


In Mulberry Charge, Ind., Rev. C. J. 
Snyder, pastor, there were 7 accessions in 
St. Luke’s Church, 4 by letter and 3 by 
confirmation. Regular confirmation class 
was received on Anniversary Sunday last 
October at which time 9 were confirmed. 
In Trinity Church, there were 14 acces- 
sions, 8 by letter and 7 by profession and 
confirmation, 11 had been received last No- 
vember on Anniversary Sunday. | Record 
Communion attendance and inspiring serv- 
vice with baptism of 2 babies. A shower 
of kitchen provisions was recently given 
the pastor and his wife in the Church base- 
ment, as an expression of the congrega- 
tion’s appreciation and regard. 

Christ Church, Altoona, Pa., Rev. Chas. 
D. Rockel, pastor, celebrated Easter season 
with special services during Holy Week 
and large congregations on Palm Sunday 
and Easter. 14 boys and girls were re- 
ceived by confirmation and 11 persons by 
letter. During Holy Week, the pastor 
preached on “The ‘Christians’ Personal 
Problems.” Easter evening the choir pre- 
sented special music service. Young Peo- 
ple’s Dept., Miss Helen Barclay, president, 
sold Easter eggs to raise money toward 
new organ. The pastor recently exchanged 
pulpits with Rey. Hobart D. McKeehan of 
Se ake Si Abbey Church. Men’s League, 
Mr. Carl O. Lundegren, president, motored 
to Mt. Pleasant Church to assist in cele- 
brating its first anniversary and also vis- 
ited the Blair County on its regular meet- 
ing night. 

Mr. J. Ed. Stewart, who has been a 
member of Grace Church, Altoona, Pa., 
Rev. R. J. Harrity, pastor, for many years 
and a member of the consistory for about 
30 years, was elected elder for life and 
installed at regular morning service on 
Palm Sunday. Elder F. L. Long, vice 
president of consistory, upon whose motion 
that body recommended the election, made 
an address as representative of consistory, 
and Mr. R. A. Miller, former elder, spoke 
as representative of the congregation. Dur- 
ing the formal installation, conducted by 
the pastor, the choir sang a very appropri- 
ate hymn. Mr. Stewart’s son and daughter 
and their families attended the service to 
see this fully deserved honor conferred. 
May he live long to enjoy the honor and 
for the congregation to have the benefit of 
his balanced counsel! 


Lenten and Easter service in Faith 
Church, York, Pa., Rev. J. E. Lippy, pas- 
tor, were very well attended. Lenten serv- 
ices were held every Tuesday evening at 
which the following were guest speakers: 


Revs. T. A, Crist,"O) Se Hartman eines. 
Gable, H. F. Boyer and Dr. G. W. Welsh. 
Average attendance was 96. The pastor 
baptized 8 adults Apr. 7; 30 new members 
were added on Palm Sunday, 11 by letter, 
8 by reprofession and 11 by confirmation. 
At special service, 18 children were bap- 
tized, among them Barbara Ann, infant 
daughter of the pastor and Mrs. Lippy. 
The ceremony was performed by Rey. Dr. 
FE. Hoffmeier of Emmanuel Church, Han- 
over. There were services every evening 
of Holy Week and Holy Communion on 
Good Friday and Easter Sunday. Church 
School on that day had attendance of 254 
and 204 persons communed. Children’s Ex- 
ercises at 6.30 P. M. had attendance of 
257. Young People’s Society presented 
pageant, “The Resurrection.” 


Easter season in Hartville Charge, O., 
Dr, A. C. Renoll, pastor, was marked by 2 
weeks of services beginning in Christ 
Chureh April 8, with Revs. E. E. 
Engle and Clyde Mulligan as guest preach- 
ers on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings. 
Holy Communion was celebrated Palm 
Sunday; 4 infant baptisms, 2 adult bap- 
tisms, a total of 19 accessions, 245 com- 
municants and offerings of $122. Miss 
Minerva Weil, missionary to China, gave 
an inspiring address Palm Sunday even- 
ing. Easter Sunday there were services 
at 6.30 A. M. and 9.30 A. M., followed by 
S. S. Services were held each evening dur- 
ing Holy Week in St. Jacob’s Church, 
Cairo, the pastor preaching. Communion 
was held Easter Sunday; 5 infant and 1 
adult baptisms, total of 10 accessions, 120 
communed and offerings of $68. S. S. had 
special Easter service in evening. Attend- 
ance unusually large at all services. 
Evangelistic effort will be continued until 
summer Communions. 


The Rev. Hoy L. Fesperman, 

now of Lincolnton, N. C., who 

becomes pastor of the First 

Church, High Point, N. C., on 
June 1 


From Fredonia, Pa., Rev. Victor A. Ruth 
announced that Lenten and Easter seasons 
were very fruitful in spiritual blessings 
brought to his congregations. Services, 
held at St. John’s on Wednesday evenings 
and 4 nights during Holy Weeks, were well 
attended. General theme followed in these 
services was “The Revealing Christ.” 
Beautiful bronze cross, presented by Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Ohle, and a pair of vases 
to match, given by the W. M. S., were 
dedicated Good Friday. Easter Communion, 
at 10.30 A. M., was well attended and was 
preceded by Easter praise service. The 
chancel was beautifully decorated with 
ferns and flowers. Pageant by the young 
people, under direction of Mrs. Ralph 


Hecker and Mrs. 8S. L. Caldwell, was given 
in the evening. At Jerusalem Church, spe- 
cial services were held Sunday afternoons 
and on Thursday and Friday of Holy Week. 
Holy Communion was observed Thursday 
evening and Easter Sunday at 9 A. M, 
Total attendance at all Easter services, 
850; total offerings for all purposes, $350. 
Pastor preached in Zion’s, Greenville, at 
Sharon, and at noonday service in Green- 
ville during Holy Week. 

The New York Classical of Eastern 
Synod met in their 7th annual meeting in 
the Emanuel Church, Woodhaven, N. Y., 
Rev. E. J. Strassburger, pastor. Mrs. F. 
W. Engelmann of Christ Church, Boston, 
led the meeting. A cabinet meeting with 
representatives from all five local societies | 
met in the home of Miss Addie Brunnemer, 
president of the local Woodhaven W. M. &., 
in the morning and handled all necessary 
cabinet work. After luncheon the cabinet 
went to the Emanuel Church and at 2:30 
held their meeting. We are sorry to re- 
port a loss of members and a slight de- 
crease in Thank Offering but were happy 
to report the budget paid in full and the 
“Love Gift” to Lancaster Missionary Home 
paid in full. An increased interest in the 
Reading Course was also noticed. At the 
evening service Rev. Mr. Glessner of Kir- 
kuk, Mesopotamia, gave an illustrated lee- 
ture on Irak and its people. Rev. Mr. 
Glessner is on furlough and is studying at 
Hartford, Conn. This was our first oppor- 
tunity to hear about our missionary work 
in Irak. Mrs. Marcus Englemann, wife of 
Rev. Mareus Engelmann, son of our Classi- 
cal president, was also our guest. Rev. Mr. 
Engelmann is on furlough from Japan and 
is studying at Union Seminary, New York. 
Mrs. J. Hoelzer, of Greenpoint, Brooklyn, 
was elected president of the Classical and 
will represent the New York Classis at 
Greensburg, Pa. Girls from the Mission 
Board of Emanuel Church sang at the 
afternoon meeting and girls from the guild 
sang at the evening service. We were 
delighted to have these young folks with 
us because they are to be our future mis- 
sionary society members. 


Rev. William Y. Gebhard, pastor of East 
Vincent Church, Phoenixville, Pa., covered 
the following themes in services during 
Easter season: “The Steadfast Face,’ “The 
Devoted Son,” “It Is Finished,” and on 
Easter Sunday, “Immortality.” At this 
service, 94 members communed and offering 
was $70. Drama club presented “The Half 
of My Goods,” with the following cast: 
Zacchaeus, Rev. Mr. Gebhard; Patricia, 
Mrs. Willard Youngblood; Miriam, Miss 
Ruth Funk; Matthew, Arthur Thomas; 
Thaddaeus, William Plumley; Rebecca, 
Miss Elsie Youngblood; Roman Centurion, 
Harry Styer. The labor of erecting a 
platform for this production was donated 
by Charles Funderwhite. Receptacles for 
Communion glasses were donated and af- 
fixed to pews by Mr. Frank Taylor, one 
of the deacons. Young men of the Church 
School purchased 50 copies of pamphlet, 
“A New Venture of Faith for a New Age,” 
for distribution in each family. The pas- 
tor preached on “Something New Under 
the Sun,” the day these were distributed. 
Members of Chureh School displayed old 
family Bibles on “Holy Seripture Sunday”; 
the oldest one, dated 1755, was displayed 
by Mr. Harry Waggoner, an elder. Church 
will co-operate in 7th Fellowship Service 
of Rural Evangelical and Reformed 
Churches of Chester Co., to be held at 
Lionville May 13. Young men are prepar- 
ing to enter baseball league of Northern 
District Sabbath School Assoe. for'3d year. 
Education objective of Workers’ Confer- 
ence for May is “Our 4th Annual Daily 
Vacation Bible School.’ Worship service 
at 3rd Annual Church School Workers’ Con- — 


‘ference of Phila. Classis, Norristown, Ma os 


9, will be presented by the young people 
of East Vincent Church, Missionary nae 
cieties of East Vincent and St. Vincent 
Churches held joint service at which time 
motion pictures of our ministry of o 
cation in Japan were shown. 
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BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


The Bethany Choir attended services at 
St. Stephen’s Church, Dr. Thomas W. Die- 
kert, pastor, Reading, and took part in the 
evening services. 

We received 1,364 dozen eggs this year 
at Easter. This was not as many as in 
previous years. The candy donations were 
larger than former years. As most of the 
candy was received before Easter, the chil- 
dren received a very generous portion on 
Easter Day. We were surprised that there 
were no children sick after Easter, due to 
additional treats received from their rela- 
tives. During the early morning hours of 
Easter Day the smaller children were hunt- 
ting their baskets. In the evening the 
Christian’ Endeavor presented a beautiful 
pageant. 

We wish to thank all our many friends 
who helped our Children have a Happy 
Easter. 

We received a “very fine” Easter pres- 
ent this year, with the introduction of 
chicken-pox, which started about a week 
after Easter Day. In this tenth day we 
have five children under quarantine. 


THE ABILITY TO BOB UP AGAIN 

(We hope no reader of this paper will 
miss this borrowed editorial from our ex- 
cellent Canadian contemporary, “The New 
Outlook”, Toronto.) 


It is a great gift to be able, after the 


euffs and knocks and hard blows of life 


had done their best to lay you out, to 
rise up and go on as if nothing at all 
had happened. He is a strange man indeed 
in such a world as ours to whom such 
things do not come, and a very lucky 
man who has the courage and spirit not to 
let them down him. Whatever it is in a 


man that keeps him from knowing when 


4 


al 
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he is beaten, and gives him an absolutely 
blind spot toward his defeats, it is an 
altogether good thing and one for which 


-he should be profoundly thankful. 
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One looks upon life around him in times 
like these and sees many for whom the 
days are hard and trying indeed. He 
would like to help in some way if it were 
possible, but the way to do it in any 
really worth-while fashion does not seem 
to present itself. One may think that he 
has an excellent social philosophy that, if 
put into effect, would change the whole 
face of civilization, but no matter how 
strongly he may believe in it, or try to 
put it into effect, it still remains a theory, 
and the world still remains a_ horrible 
mess, and thousands upon thousands of 
men and women and little children are put 
to the wall after a cruel and wicked 
fashion. ; 

Thank God for the many among these 
who absolutely refuse to be beaten. That 
there have been so many who have been 
somewhat patient and all-enduring, and 
who have kept up a spirit that dire ad- 
versity could not kill, says very much 
for the quality of the people the country 
has been producing. Admit that even 
patient endurance may be earried too far, 
that courage which keeps a man afloat no 
matter what may try to sink him is a 
saving quality whose value and signifi- 
cance can searcely be overstated. 


We will serve a very good turn by 
helping, in every way open to us, to keep 
alive and encourage that indomitable 
spirit. No man is ever beaten until his 
spirit is broken, and no group or class in 
the community, no matter how un- 
fortunate its circumstances may be, is in 
altogether serious jeopardy so long as it 
keeps up heart and refuses to let circum- 
stances down it. The one prayer that we 
believe we all should beseech heaven with 
these days is that the great Divine Power 
should in some way help the people to 
nourish a spirit of life that nothing can 
keep down. When the day for. reconstruc- 
tion comes it will be the people who have 
valiantly maintained their courage and 
their integrity who will be able to lead 
in that great undertaking. 


Mrs. 


The great Pan American Airways clip- 


_ per arrived at her base at Alameda Air- 


port on San Francisco Bay from Hawaii 
April 23. This completed the first non- 
stop round-trip flight between California 
and the Hawaiis. From a commercial 
angle the flight is appraised as a 100 per 
cent performance and the results fully 
justify early inauguration of through ser- 
vice to the Far East. 

A series of earth shocks that have been 
rocking Northern Iran (formerly Persia) 
since April 12 continued April 23. Three 
towns were leveled and the death toll is 
600. 

Eighty-one nations joined the Shake- 
speare fete on the poet’s birthday at 
Stratford-on-Avon, April 23, by the un- 
furling of flags by their diplomatic repre- 
sentatives. After that there was a pro- 
cession to his birthplace and to the Church, 
where flowers were laid on his grave. Folk 
dancing followed by children in the gar- 
dens of the Shakespeare house and the 
day was concluded with a performance of 
“Alls Well That Ends Well”. 

The 49th annual convention of the 
American Newspaper Publishers Associa- 
tion opened April 23 in New York City, 
at which the problems of smaller newspa- 
pers were discussed. 

The value of world trade was only 
slightly less in 1934 than in 1933, accord- 
ing to the League of Nations monthly 
statistical bulletin, issued April 23. 
Fifty government departments | and 
é were assigned by President 
Roosevelt April 24 to take over the bulk 
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of the administrative work of spending 
$4,000,000,000 under the work relief pro- 
gram. Among the new bureaus to be ere- 
ated is one to direct rural rehabilitation, 
the direction of which will be entrusted 
to Rexford Guy Tugwell, Under Secre- 
tary of Agriculture. 

A proclamation by President Roosevelt 
raising the price at which the govern- 
ment will buy newly mined domestic sil- 
ver to 77.5757 cents an ounce from the 
rate of 71.11 cents, which had been in 
effect since April 10, was issued April 24 
by the Treasury. 

With 750 known cases of food poisoning 
resulting from cream puffs and eclairs 
from a White Plains (N. Y.) bakery plant, 
the possibility arose of Federal prosecu- 
tion of a national distributor of eggs. 
The eggs used had impure yolks, it is 
thought, and caused the trouble. 

At Lourdes, France, April 25, there 
opened a three-day Roman Catholic cere- 
mony for world peace in conclusion of 
the jubilee celebration of the 19th cente- 
nary of Christ’s death. 

Hannibal, Mo., dedicated a Mark Twain 
museum, April 25, as part of the centen- 
nial celebration in honor of its famous 
son. 

Germany has begun a drive to end non- 
Nazi newspapers. Religious organs must 
go. This movement is designed to make 
the National Socialist press supreme and 
Max Amann, president of the Reich Press 
Chamber, has appointed himself Ger- 
many’s supreme press dictator. ! 

The largest naval appropriation bill 
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etc. 


“In the most interesting fash- 
ion he shows that he understands 
the thoughts which keen young 
people are thinking. 

“Many an eager mind will feel 
that the fog has lifted and the 
hills of high religion have really 
come into view.’’—Lynn Harold 
Hough in The Intercollegian. 
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since 1920, calling for expenditure of 
$457,805,261 during the next fiscal year, 
the construction of 24 new ships and 555 
airplanes, and the addition of 11,677 of- 
ficers and men, was approved by the House 
April 26. 

More than 15,000 anti-Christians, many 
of them in Storm Troop uniforms, rallied 
in Berlin April 26 for the first great pub- 


lic assembly organized by the Nordic 
Pagans. 
The machinery for the $4,000,000,000 


spending program designed to provide a 
job for every employable person on re- 
hef rolls was completed by President 
Roosevelt April 26 with the designation 
of Harry L. Hopkins as Administrator of 
the Works Progress Division. 

Martin W. Clement has succeeded Gen- 
eral W. W. Atterbury as President of the 
Pennsylvania Railway. The latter retired 
on account of illness. 

Miss Amelia Earhart was guest of honor 
at a special session of Mexico City April 
26. A scroll was presented to her by the 
Mayor, together with a gold medal com- 
memorating her recent flight from Los 
Angeles. 

Frank C. Walker, director of “clearing 
house” activities under the $4,000,000,000 
work relief program, requested Secretary 
Ickes April 27 to start taking applica- 
tions for loans and grants immediately 
in the administration drive to put 3,500,- 
000 unemployed on useful jobs within the 
shortest time. 

It is confirmed by the British attache 
that Germany is assembling 12 submarines 
and training crews. The May Day ob- 
servance in Germany glorified the army. 
A new law in that country will exclude 
all but Nazis from German citizenship. 
In its anti-Christian move the Nazis have 
made a wholesale arrest of Catholic nuns 
and monks. 

James A. Moffett, April 27, aecepted 
from President Roosevelt a furlough, until 
August, from his duties as Federal Hous- 
ing Administrator, in lieu of resigning 
that post. Mr. Moffett will leave in May 
for a eruise to the Orient and a subse- 
quent trip around the world to London, 
where, in August, he will attend an inter- 
national housing conference. 

Normal progress, checkmated for gen- 
erations by poverty and native timidity, 
is gaining a foothold of the Ozark ridges 
under a Federal reforestation project 
that ultimately will shift 11,000 back- 
woods families into the scene of civiliza- 
tion. 
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The 12th annual Shenandoah Apple 
Blossom Festival was held at Winchester, 
Va., May 2 and 3. 

Seventeen persons, including four resi- 
dents of England, received awards for 
scientific achievement from the Franklin 
Institute, Philadelphia, at its annual May 
Day ceremony May 15. Dr. Albert Ein- 
stein and Sir John Ambrose Fleming were 
this year’s recipients of the Franklin 
Medal, the highest honor to be conferred. 

Raymond T. Baker, former Director of 
the Mint at Washington, died in that city 
April 28. 

Enactment of social security legislation 


was linked as a _ necessity alongside 
the new $4,000,000,000 emergeney work 
relief program by President Roosevelt 


April 28, when he went on the air for an- 
other “fireside talk” with the American 
people. 

The 60-year-old capitol at Salem, Ore., 
was swept by fire April 25. The loss was 
estimated at $1,500,000. 

Settlement of the 95-day strike of sev- 
eral thousand employees of the National 
Biscuit Company in New York and Phila- 
delphia has been announced. The strikers 
have returned to work. } 

Pope Pius brought to an end April 28 
the international Jubilee Year with a re- 
ligious ceremony in St. Peter’s Basilica, 
in Rome. 

A vast national defense scheme de- 
signed to make Rumania the strongest 
military power in Southwestern Europe 
and the Balkans was approved April 28 at 
a council session at which King Carol 
presided. 

Jean Batten, the young New Zealand 
flier, arrived at Croyden, Eng., April 29, 
in completing a round trip from England 
to Australia. She is the first woman to 
fly alone to Australia and back again. 

Emperor Hirohito of Japan celebrated 
his 34th birthday, April 29. President 
Roosevelt sent his best wishes. 

Alfred I. Du Pont, 72, organizer and 
former head of the du Pont de Nemours 
Company, explosive and chemical manu- 
facturers, died at his estate near Jackson- 
ville, Fla., April 29. hes | 

The unemployment in Great Britain 1s 
the lowest in five years, according to re- 
cent figures. : 

Secretary Ickes said April 29 that low 
cost housing construction would begin 
soon in New York, Chicago and 26 other 
cities under public works plans. 


A LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
(Continued from Page 2) 


these grubbers wouldn’t be able to grub 
and wouldn’t have any grub.” But this is 
skinning pretty close to a possible con- 
troversy, so we'll pass it up, except to 
say what a fine thing it would be if all 
those who live on grubbers’ dividends 
would go to some uninhabited but 
beautiful South Sea island and let their 
money work for them there. Now please do 
not think I despise money. I could use 
considerable of it now. Neither am I 
“agin” the decent rich. If I ever have a 
chance to become a millionaire, Vl not 
“high-hat” it at all. 

And it is real cheering to have some 
seminary professors included with some 
preachers who have “fool notions on social 
problems.” But cannot a lawyer also have 
some “fool notions on social problems”? 
Anyhow, some lawyers, at least, were not 
held in very high repute by Jesus. The 
fact. that St. Paul had to take up collec- 
tions for the poor Christians at Jerusalem 
shows that the social service business in 
Jerusalem was not functioning very well. 
Now this whole social service question has 
arisen because some have too much money; 
some too little, some not any. Some have 
too much leisure and some too little. Some 
have too much work and some not enough. 
Then we have some lawyers and scribes on 
the one hand, some preachers and prophets 
on the other, who have divergent views 
regarding social service problems. 

What complicates this social service in- 


dustry is the perversity of human perverse- 
ness: those who will not work; those who 
will spend every cent they get; those who 
are mentally unfit to manage a home, but 
run at large; those who are always graft- 
ing on others; those who are too stupid or 
lazy to keep on their feet after they have 
been put on their feet; those who are great 
social workers, who help the poor and 
blind by drinking all the beer and rum 
they can carry or roll along. There are 
those who believe labor is a commodity to 
be picked up and thrown down at one’s 
convenience, who put profits above human 
welfare, who lament the abolition of child 
labor, who put a limit on the social teach- 
ings of Jesus when they interfere with 
their selfish plans, who call some of His 
teachings idealistic but impossible. 

Then this complication is messed up by 
the “lunatics” in Washington and on the 
radio. Hence it is that, as was suggested, 
readers of the “Messenger” would be “de- 
lighted to hear something sensible on so- 
cial service,” provided everyone will agree 
that what is said is sensible. Whether sen- 
sible or delightful or not, as such a dis- 
cussion may be, we are in need of it be- 
cause we are in the midst of a changing 
social order. Probably we would be nearer 
the truth by saying that we are in the 
midst of a changing social disorder. No- 
body knows where we are “at,” or where 
we are going. Old established methods of 
social service are being subjected to cen- 
tralized bureaucracy and political prefer- 
ment. The major social service works are 
in grave danger of being dominated by a 
centralized brain trust. A changing social 
order and and social service are inextric- 
ably bound together. A changing social 
order can enhance, retard or confuse so- 
cial service work. 


Countless men and women have a very 
vague idea of what is meant by social 
service or what is being accomplished 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Fourth Sunday after Easter 
May 19, 1935 
Baptism 
Matthew 28:19,20; Acts 8:26-39 

Golden Text, Go ye therefore, and make 
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
into the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 
28:19. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Sign. 2, The 
Significance. 

From our study of the Church, we turn, 
next, to its ordinances. In the two follow- 
ing lessons we are to consider Baptism and 
the Lord’s Supper. “Sacraments,” we call 
these ecclesiastical ordinances, and the 
very name has a foreign sound. Even so 
it is with their sacred significance. Bap- 
tism is almost universally observed 
throughout Christendom. And the major- 
ity of Church-members observe the Lord’s 
Supper; occasionally, at least. But one 
may well raise the question whether our 
people generally fully apprehend the true 
meaning of these sacred acts. 

From the biblical record we learn that 
our Lord, near the end of His ministry, 
gave His disciples two simple rites of 
fellowship. In that unknown upper room 
in Jerusalem, at their tender and sorrow- 
ful farewell meeting, Jesus transformed 
the Jewish passover into the perpetual 
memorial of His passion and death. Later, 
at their final gathering, He instituted the 
rite of baptism for all who were to become 
His disciples. 
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through social service. Even some elders, 
when at Synod, hear the report on social 
service and wonder what it is all about. 
The laity of the Church would and should 
be enlightened as to what is meant by so- 
cial service; their part in it and their sup- 
port in such social service program which 
they can support. Much of the social legis-. 
lation enacted by the various states has 
been secured by social service workers, 
sometimes after years of labor. Anyone 
conversant with the methods required to 
secure a law where there are conflicting 
interests knows why. Legislatures are slow 
to enact laws regarding social service or 
social control. For years, Pennsylvania 
social service workers have been trying to 
have a law passed requiring a certain 
amount of time to elapse between the 
granting of a marriage license and the 
marriage ceremony and the daily publica- 
tion of all licenses granted. They know the 
near-tragedies that have happened through 
hasty marriages; the home troubles and 
the divorces which follow. Yet, to date, 
no such law has been passed. 

Now as to the young preachers having 
“fool” ideas; some may have “fool” ideas, 
but not many, and certainly none of our 
seminary professors can be charged with 
having “fool” ideas. They are, however, 
possessed with some ideas that are too far 
advanced for the present period of civili- 
zation. But they do not stand alone. The 
vast majority of social service workers are 
not in sympathy with much that is in our 
social and industrial order. They see the 
results in the lives of individuals, and the 
results are not wholesome. Whether a per- 
son likes it or not, this country is in for 
a tremendous shake-up in its social order. 
If there is a man who can write sensibly 
on social service problems, now is the 
time to get him busy. : 

Yours cordially, 


Wm. S. Port. 
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When we read the story of the genesis 
and growth of the Christian movement, as 
recorded in the Book of Acts, we realize 
how faithfully and loyally the early 
‘Christian brotherhood obeyed these part- 
ing commandments of their Lord. At first, 
they met daily in their homes and broke 
bread in remembrance of Christ. Later 
that “love-feast,” as it was called, was 
observed at longer intervals. And they 
applied baptisms to all the converts, Jew 
or Gentile, that were added to their simple 
fellowship of faith. 


But soon the primitive Christian brother- 
hood expanded and developed into a great 
ecclesiastical institution. That historical 
process was inevitable, if the Spirit of 
Christ was to live on in history and ac- 
complish its redemptive ministry. The 
Spirit, then, must needs express itself in 
a body, and function through its organiza- 
tion. 


Thus, in the course of time, the Ancient 


Catholic Church arose, with its rigid order 


and organization. Gradually all of the sim- 
ple and solemn rites and customs of the 
early Church were transformed into legal- 
istic ordinances. Great controversies arose 


faith and fellowship became the slogans 
of warring factions within the Chu 
and the subject of bitter theological 
bates among divided denominations. _ 

Even today we still hear the 
echoes of these baptismal and euch: 
controversies. Christians’ still 
radically about the sacraments, 


as to the nature, function, and administra- — 
tion of baptism and the Lord’s Supper. — 
These beautiful symbols of a common — 
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disagreement is one of the primary reasons 
for denominationalism. The Catholic 
Church observes sacraments, and _ the 
Quakers none at all. Between these two 
extremes stands the Protestant denomina- 
tions with their claim that only two sacra- 
ments, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, have 
biblical authority. 

These Protestant bodies agree on the 
number of sacraments, but not on their na- 
ture and efficacy. Our Reformed Chureh 
may justly claim that her great teachers, 
from the very beginning, have been true to 
the Spirit of the Master in their sacramen- 
tal doctrines. They have not emptied the 
sacraments of their spiritual and moral 
significance, but neither have they invested 
them with magical power. They have never 
stressed the outer form of the observance, 
but, rather, its inner meaning. 

That becomes apparent when we recall 
the teaching of the Heidelberg Catechism, 
It asks, “What are the Sacraments?” Its 
beautiful answer is, “The Sacraments are 
visible, holy signs and seals, appointed of 
God for this end, that by the use thereof 
He may the more fully declare and seal 
to us the promise of the gospel, namely, 
that He grants us out of free grace the 
forgiveness and everlasting life, for the 
sake of the one sacrifice of Christ, acecom- 
plished on the cross.” 

Let us lay hold upon this simple and 
sound teaching, which is in full accord 
with Christ’s precept, and with apostolic 
practice. Sacraments are visible signs and 
seals of an inward spiritual grace. As 
such, we may truly call them “means of 
grace,” subordinate, always, to the Word 
of God. That eternal word of God—in- 
carnate in Christ, preached and practised 
throughout the world, is “the” means of 
grace. 

No true follower of Jesus, then, will wil- 

fully neglect the sacraments, as subordi- 
nate means of grace. But he will know 
that they never “work” salvation in men. 
They possess no regenerative power, and 
they bestow no redemptive grace, even 
though they were administered by the Pope 
himself or by a minister who claims “apos- 
tolic succession.” Sacraments merely de- 
clare and seal to us the promise of the 
gospel. Their spiritual efficacy depends 
upon the faith of those who use them, not 
upon the priestly power of those who ad- 
minister them. Men are saved from sin 
by faith in the gospel, and not by their 
observance of sacramental rites. But 
Christians will gladly avail themselves of 
the sacraments of the Church, as a declara- 
tion and confirmation of their faith in the 
gracious promise of the gospel, and, also, 
as a reconsecration. They will do it, not 
merely as a duty commanded by their 
Master, ‘but as a privilege enjoyed by the 
followers and friends of Christ. 

In this spirit, let us approach our study 
of the sacraments in these two lessons. 
Today, our topic is Baptism. The printed 
lesson consists of the Commission of Christ 
to His disciples, and of the story of Philip 
and the Ethiopian. The latter has no di- 
rect bearing on our topic. It is merely an 
illustration of the observance of baptism 
in apostolic times. ; ns 

I. The Sign. The “visible sign and seal 
used in Baptism is water. And water sym- 
bolizes and signifies cleansing and purifi- 
cation. It washes and cleanses the body. 

This natural use of water, doubtless, sug- 
gested its symbolical use in religious rites. 
Just as the body requires ablutions and 
cleansings, so the soul must be cleansed of 
its sin. . f 

Accordingly we find that this baptismal 
use of water in religious rites was wide- 
spread long before the time of Christ, in 
Judaism as well as in pagan cults. But 
among the Jews, especially, the ceremonial 
use of water in religious rites was demand- 
ed by the law of Moses, and minutely pre- 
scribed for priests and people. Christian 
Baptism is derived from this Jewish cus- 

m. 

ite direct antecedent, perhaps, was the 
baptism practised by John the Baptist, 
which marked a departure from the purely 
ceremonial baptism of the Jews. John’s 
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baptism was a symbol of repentance, and 
the rite of initiation into the revivalistie 
movement of this fiery desert-preacher, 


Thus, the early disciples of Jesus, being 
of Jewish descent, were familiar with the 
baptismal rite. Christ himself submitted 
to it at the hands of the Baptist. And, in 
due time it was adopted by the Christian 
brotherhood. Outwardlly it was like the 
baptism of John, but the gospel of Christ, 
and His explicit sanction of the rite, had 
charged it with a new meaning. 


Il. The Significance. By the use of Sac- 
raments God “more fully declares and seals 
to us the promise of the gospel.” That is 
their sacred significance. 


Applied to Baptism, that means that, as 
water cleanses the body, so surely will God 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from their 
power and guilt, if we turn to Him in re- 
pentant faith. That great truth is, sym- 
bolically, declared and sealed to us in the 
observance of the baptismal sacrament. 
God there visibly declares and confirms the 
eternal fact of His redemptive love. Like- 
wise, in every act of baptism the disciples 
of Jesus declare and confirm their faith in 
the promise of His gospel. 

Thus it is obvious that baptism does not 
mean quite the same thing for children 
and adults. For an adult, baptism follows 
after instruction and confessing faith. It 
immediately precedes a public confirmation 
of faith, and it is the rite of admission into 
the full membership of the Church. 


But when children are baptized, as is 
right and meet, it is the parents or spon- 
sors who in that solemn act declare their 
faith in God’s promises, and claim them 
in behalf of the child. By proxy, as it 
were, the child of Christian parents be- 
comes a member of the body of Christ. Its 
membership is real, and yet potential and 
prospective. And the parents and sponsors, 
in behalf of the child, assume sacred obli- 
gations to train it in the way of Christ, by 
example and precept, until it reaches its 
maturity, and is able and willing personally 
and publicly to confirm these parental 
vows. 

Infant baptism, then, is first of all a 
declaratory act of Christian parents. It 
is they who publicly and solemnly declare 
their faith that the promises of God are 
freely given to their children as well as 
to themselves. In that declaration they 
dedicate their children to God, and they 
consecrate themselves to their spiritual 
nurture. So far as the children are con- 
cerned, their baptism, the rite of admis- 
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sion into the Church remains incomplete 
until they have confessed and confirmed 
the faith of their parents in the solemn 
rite of confirmation. 

For that reason our Church will not ad- 
minister baptism to children unless they 
are presented and represented by Chris- 
tian parents or sponsors. That does not 
mean that the children of unchristian par- 
ents are less precious to God than the babes 
born into Christian homes. It means, 
rather, that the rite of baptism, as such, 
neither adds to, nor detracts from, the 
standing of a child before its heavenly 
Father. Its spiritual efficacy is condition- 
ed by the faith of the parents. Where that 
faith is lacking, the mere act of baptism 
is meaningless. And where that faith is 
present, the simple rite becomes deeply sig- 
nificant. It symbolizes the gracious forces, 
divine and human, that will mould the 
character of the child and shape its 
destiny. 

Since baptism is the rite of initiation 
and admission into the body of Christ, it 
should be administered in the house of God, 
from a baptismal font, in the rejoicing 
presence of the household of faith. The 
sacrament loses something of its solemn 
significance when it is administered in- 
formally in private homes, 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaffer, D.D. 


May 19: The Invincible Goodwill of Jesus 
John 13:1; Luke 9:51-56 

One of the most interesting and most 
amazing things in the life of Jesus is His 
utter lack of resentment. He never har- 
bored any feeling of revenge. He never 
lay awake at night planning how He might 
unhorse His enemies. The leaders of His 
day rejected Him, He was despised and 
rejected of men, but He never tried to get 
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and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

' For cvatalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 
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back at them. He could speak the most 
withering words against the Scribes and 
Pharisees, and at times He could be exceed- 
ingly stern, but there was no spirit of 
vengeance in His soul. In the Sermon on 
the Mount He said—“I came not to destroy. 
but to fulfill.’ This mission of His life 
He followed consistently throughout. He 
never led a negative life; He always acted 
positively. No matter what His enemies 
did against Him He was never bent on 
their destruction. It is human nature to 
strike back when one is molested, but 
Jesus never did that. When the Samari- 
tans would not receive Him, James and 
John were ready to command fire to come 
down from heaven and consume them. That 
seems to be the natural procedure, due no 
doubt to the fact of our sinful, selfish na- 
ture, but Jesus would not have it so; He 
rebuked these vindictive disciples and de- 
clared that His mission was to save and 
not to destroy. When He was arrested 
Peter drew His sword and smote the ser- 
vant of the high priest and cut off his 
right ear, but Jesus said—“Put up thy 
sword into its sheath.” The thieves who 
hung on their crosses alongside of Jesus 
railed at their executioners, but Jesus 
prayed: “Father forgive them, for they 
know not what they do.’ He always had 
nothing but the best of feeling for others 
no matter what their attitude was towards 
Him. The angels sang the night of His 
birth, “Peace on earth, good-will toward 
men,” but He above all others showed good- 
will to all men. He said that He did not 
come to judge people, but to save them. 
“The Son of Man is come to seek and to 
save that which was lost.” He came that 
men might have life and have it more 
abundantly. 

Now this kind and gentle and consider- 
ate attitude of Jesus was so characteristic 
of Him. His disciples remembered the 
“gracious words’ which He spake. Sin- 
ners came trembling before Him but they 
soon lost their fright in His presence. 
“Neither do I condemn thee” He said to 
one who was a great sinner. To another 
He said—‘Thy sins are forgiven thee.” 
With what gentleness and forbearing He 
treated His disciples! They were so hu- 
man, so weak,’so vacillating. When Peter 
denied Him Jesus merely looked upon him, 
and there was love, perhaps disappoint- 
ment, in that look, and that broke Peter’s 
heart. Jesus might have flung Himself at 
Peter and said all sorts of harsh and bitter 
and biting things—but that was not like 
Jesus—He merely looked at Peter. He was 
sorry for the weakness of His disciple. 
When the three chosen disciples, His most 
intimiate friends and followers, fell asleep 
in the garden of Gethsemane and could not 
wateh with Him one hour, Jesus did not 
chide them, He wished them no ill luck, He 
simply said “The spirit is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.” There was always this 
invincible good-will on the part of Jesus, 
and that made His life so wonderful, so 
extraordinary, so divine. 

Now this attitude of good-will was not 
a sign of weakness but rather of strength 
in Jesus. There are some men who cherish 
no resentment when wronged because they 
are weak and have no high conception of 
good and evil. But there are others who 
are “too proud to fight’; they have risen 
above the level of retaliation. Which do 
you think is the stronger of the two? The 
one who fights back or the one who seeks 
to overcome evil with good? Paul writes, 
“Avenge not yourselves, but rather give 
place unto wrath.” 
when you do that? Well, that was the 
method of Jesus and no one would ever 
say that He was “soft.” 


If every person would cherish this fine 
spirit of good-will as manifested in Jesus 
this would be a far more pleasant world 
in which to live. It would change from a 
jungle to a family of brothers—and if the 
nations were to show the same invincible 
good-will there would be no more wars; 
peace and friendship would Bate ag 
prevail. 


We can cultivate this friendly” attitude 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders. 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. Gera W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 
15 colieges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 
four colleges last year. Fine school home, 
thorough work and helpful supervision. 
Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Garam College 


HOWARD R. OMWAKE, President 
Salisbury, N. C. 


“In the Beautiful Piedmont” 
SUMMER SESSIONS 


First term June 10 to July 19 
Second term July 22 to Aug. 30 


All work on full college basis and acceptable 
toward Bachelor’s degree 


Courses for college students seeking advanced 
standing or for high school graduates wishing to 
begin college work at once, thereby effecting a 
considerable saving of time and money. 


For catalog and further information address 
John C. Hadley, Director of the Summer Session 
Salisbury, N. C. 


HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science . 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 


Heidelberg trains ministers, missionaries, religious 
directors aad social workers, and offers also pre- 
uiedical, pre-law, pre-engineering, pre-journalism 
courses, and courses in business administration. 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


Rye 


For free catalogue write to 
} 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. 


if we will, and follow the example of % 
Jesus who always went about doing good, 
and helping instead of hurting others. 


“Thy foes might hate, despise, revile, 
Thy friends unfaithful prove; 


Unwearied in forgiveness still, ‘ 
Thy heart could only love.” ae 
INSTALLATION OF ae 


REV. DR. CHARLES PETERS % 
for" a 


After being without a pastorate 
about a year, Calvary Church, Philadel 
elected Rev. Charles Peters, Ph.D., as 
pastor on March 24, 1935, to sueceed J 
Franklin H. Fisher, D.D. Dr. apd 
installed as pastor at the Lenten serv 
on April 11. The services were cond 
by Drs. Eugene L. MeLean and Fr 
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H. Fisher, assisted by Rev. H. K. Heebner, 
pastor of the Northeast Schwenkfelder 
Church, and Rey. N. D. Paullin, pastor of 
Geiger Memorial Brethren Church, two 
neighboring pastors. Dr. McLean gave the 
charge to the pastor and Dr. Fisher the 
charge to the people. Elder J. C. Cramp 
welcomed Dr. Peters as the pastor of Cal- 


vary Church in the name of the congre- 
gation. Dr. Peters took the closing part 


of the installation service. 

Calvary Church was beautifully decorat- 
ed with flowers for the occasion. Prof. Al- 
fred Hartley presided at the organ and a 
large surpliced choir led the singing and 
rendered special music. The attendance 
was large, despite the rain, and every per- 
son present seemed to be glad that Dr. 
Peters had become their pastor, and many 
congratulated him and wished him well. 

Dr. Peters, after teaching two years, 
prepared for college at the Keystone State 
Normal School, Kutztown, Pa., took his 
academic course at Franklin and Marshall 
College, and his theological course at the 
Theological Seminary, Lancaster, Pa. He 
served the following charges: St. Peter’s, 
Zelienople, Pa., three years; St. Paul’s, 
Altoona, Pa., five years; St. Paul’s, Buffalo, 
N. Y., five years; and supplied Hope 
Church, Philadelphia, four years. He was 
Director of Vacation and Week-day Reli- 
gious Education and Director of Research 
and Experimentation of the Board of 
Christian Education of the Reformed 
Church for 8 years. He was General See- 
retary of the Maine State Council of Reli- 
gious Education for 3 years. He also as- 
sisted the Board of Home Missions of the 


The Rev. Dr. Chas. Peters 


Reformed Church in its $300,000 Campaign 
in 1933-1934. 

Dr. Franklin H. Fisher was the pre- 
decessor of Dr. Peters in the pastorate of 
Calvary Church for 32 years and built up 
the congregation and its organizations to 
their present strength. He and his good 
wife did excellent work in Calvary Church, 
and for this reason he was made pastor 
emeritus of the Church at the Installation 
Service of his successor on April 11, by 
action of the consistory of the Church. 
Dr. Fisher is greatly beloved by his former 
parishioners and by all who know him. The 
honor of being made pastor emeritus 1s 
richly deserved by Dr. Fisher. 

Calvary Church, Philadelphia, has a 
beautiful stone Church building, in which 
are the sanctuary, Sunday School rooms, and 
social and other rooms. It is well equip- 
ped for aggressive and effective Christian 
work. Calvary Church has a Church mem- 
bership of 453 and a Sunday School mem- 
bership of 312. The prospects for the fu- 
ture are good. —E. L. M. 
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Miss Rosa E. Ziegler, Editor, 
440 N. 7th St., Lebanon, Pa. 


A Worshipful Program is to be a very 
vital part of the program of The Woman’s 
Missionary Society of General Synod, at 
Greensburg, Pa., May 21 to 25. General 
Theme—“For a Christ-like World.” Wor- 
ship services to be led by Miss Minerva 
Weil, missionary on furlough from Schen- 
chow, China; Miss Anna Melegh, deaconess, 
and others. The Retreat will be held on 
May 19, from 4 to 5 P. M., in Second 
Church, the Rev. Fred. C. Seitz, D.D., pas- 
tor. This hour of prayer will be observed 
by missionary groups all over the country 
— throughout the entire denomination. 
Local societies will receive information 
concerning the Retreat. Worship through 
Music led by the Cecilian Quartet of 
Greensburg; the Greensburg Choral So- 
ciety; a Children’s Choir; the Chorus of 
First and Second Churches, and _ local 
soloists. 


The 39th Annual Sessions of the W. M. 
S. of N. Carolina Classis were held in Trin- 
ity Church, Concord, N. C. The program 
was. built around the Convention theme, 
“God’s Purpose—Our Task.” The opening 
sermon was preached by Rev. H. D. Alt- 
house of Hickory, N. C. Mrs. L. A. Peeler, 
having served this Society as president for 
10 years, retired at this meeting. The 
ladies of North Carolina appreciate this 
splendid service and take this opportunity 
to express their thanks and appreciation 
to Mrs. Peeler for her untiring efforts in 
behalf of the Kingdom of God. 

Rev. H. A. DeWald of Atlanta, Ga., a 
minister of the former Evangelical Synod, 
gave 2 splendid addresses; Rev. and Mrs. 
Sterling Whitener, missionaries home on 
furlough from China, also spoke to the 
convention. This will be their last visit to 
N. Carolina before they return to China in 
August. Dr. A. K. Faust of Catawba Col- 
lege spoke on “Our Task in the Far East,” 
and Rey. W. H. Goodman spoke on “Our 
Stewardship.” A full corp of delegates 
was elected to attend the General Synod- 
ical meeting in May and also the Potomac 
Synodical in June. 


The W. M. S. of Mercersburg Classis 
held its 46th Annual Meeting on April 11, 
in St. Paul’s Church, Lemasters, Pa. This 
meeting marked the election of officers. The 
retiring officers were given a rising: vote of 
thanks for their services and the poem 
“Service” dedicated to Mrs. W. R. Go- 
brecht, the retiring president, was written 
and read by Miss Eleanor Walk of Marion: 


SERVICE 


Your years of faithful service 
As shepherdess of the fold, 
Have been a source of blessing 
To all—both young and old. 
You gave your best for others 
In a quiet, unselfish way, 
You used your talents freely— 
Not one was hidden away. 


You stirred cold hearts to action, 
Turned prejudice into love, 

As you spread the Blessed Story 
Of Him who dwells above 

To the thousands who are waiting 
In the lands across the sea, 

Whose only hope of Heaven 
Depends upon you and me. 


You labored long and faithfully, 
And now your task is done, 
But blessings from your service 
Will go on, and on, and on, 


And then some day in Glory 
When the race of life is run, 

You'll stand before the Master, 
And hear Him say, “Well done.” 


All of 
Were encouraging. 41 
seals were presented. An address was de- 
livered by Rey. D. D. Baker, formerly a 
missionary in Baghdad. He challenged the 
audience to continue their support of the 
missionaries in foreign lands. 


secretaries 
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and 
diplomas and 
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The 22nd Annual Session of the W. M. 8. 
of Virginia Classis was held April 10-11, in 
Trinity Church, Mt. Crawford, Va. Miss 
Elsie Kettler of Washington, D. C., a re- 
turned missionary from India, was the 
guest speaker. Her charming personality 
together with the curios, pictures and na- 
tive handwork, left a very favorable im- 
pression with her audience. Mrs. Geo. W. 
Boyer was re-elected as president of the 
organization. Mrs. C. KE. Roff of Tom’s 
3rook, Va., was appointed as chairman of 
the 50th Anniversary Committee. The 
meeting was well attended, and the splen- 
did reports of secretaries gave encourage- 
ment in the work, as well as a record of 
real Christian service. 


The W. M. 8. of Carlisle Classis held 
their Annual Session on April 11 at First 
Church, Carlisle, Pa. Encouraging reports 
were given by the secretaries. One new 
society was added during the year. A ree- 
ommendation was adopted by the Society 
to the effect that $1 per member be raised 
as Carlisle Classical’s “50th Anniversary 
Gift,’ this amount to be raised by 19388, 
Mrs. David D. Baker of Baltimore, a for- 
mer missionary to Iraq, gave an interesting 
talk on the domestic life of Iraq. Miss 
Mary Hoffheins of Carlisle, was re-elected 
president of this organization. A commit- 
tee was appointed to arrange for the 50th 
anniversary of this Classical organization, 
Mrs. 8. E. Basehore of Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
serving as chairman. 


The G. M. G. of First Church, Spring 
City, Pa., sponsored a St. Patty’s Tea on 
March 16, which was a decided success. 
Appropriate decorations of green and white 
were used. A program of Irish songs and 
readings was presented after which tea and 
cookies were served. Cakes, candy, fancy 
work and plants were sold. The proceeds 
of this tea will be used to send delegates 
to the Missionary Conference this summer. 
During the winter months the girls knit- 
ted squares for an afghan which will be 
sent to the Winnebago Indian School. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


What Is This Christianty? By Edward 8. 


Woods, Bishop of Croydon, Pages 214. 
Price $2. Harper and Brothers, New 
York. 


The familiar title of this book does not 
stab the reader wide-awake. It sounds 
rather dull, like a thrice-told tale. As a 
distinctive genus of the theological flora, 
this type of book has lost much of its 
former vogue, in the heyday of the Rit- 
schlian movement, when the “Essences” of 
Christianity fairly swarmed and fluttered 
all about us. 

And yet the question will not down. 
What is this Christianty? And in times 
like ours it is being asked with added urg- 
of the 


ency. The content 3ishop’s book 
belies its somewhat threadbare title. It is 
original in its outline, brilliant in style, 


and richly suggestive in its spiritual in- 
sight. 

The book sets forth a sixfold meaning of 
Christianity: as an event, an experience, a 
fellowship, an adventure, a society, a vic- 
tory. A high tide of faith in the gospel, 
and hope in its redemptive efficacy in his- 
tory surges through the entire book. Each 
chapter is complete in itself, but the cumu- 
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lative force of the whole argument culmi- 
nates in the final chapter, which pictures 
Christianity as the ultimate hope of man- 


kind. 

The book reflects wide reading, sound 
thinking, genuine piety, and deep social 
sympathy. It is scholarly, without being 
pedantic; and popular, but never trite. As 
our antidote to the literature of despair, 
and as a tonic to faith, the volume is high- 
ly recommended. —tTheo. F. H. 


OSB Aind? UA Tania 


ELDER MARTIN L. SCHAAF 


Elder Martin L. Schaaf, a faithful ser- 
vant of God, entered into His heavenly 
rest on April 12, 1935, having attained 
the age of 67 years, 8 months, and 22 
days. Mr. Schaaf was born in Venice 
Township, Seneca County, Ohio, July 20, 
1867. He was received into the Lutheran 
Church of Caroline, Ohio, May 16, 1882. 
He was married to Miss Alice Klahr, Sept. 
23, 1891. He became a member of the 
Salem Reformed Chruch, Carrothers, Ohio, 
Jan. 26, 1902, serving this congrégation 
as an officer for 33 years, serving as an 
Elder for 18 years, to the time of hts 
death. He was devoted to his faith and 
a consistent follower of it. He lived in 
and about Carrothers, Ohio, all his life. 
He followed the work of farming, being 
greatly interested in this work; living as 
a renter on the same farm for 38 years, an 
achievement well worth noting and prov- 
ing thereby his success as a farmer. He 
also was greatly interested in the civic 
life of the community, and for a number 
of years was a member of the Chatfield 
Township Consolidated School Board, and 
at the time of his death was an investi- 
gator of crop production for the govern- 
ment. He was a prominent member of 
the F. and A. M., No. 367, of Attica, O. 


Elder Schaaf leaves to mourn him his 
widow, Mrs. Alice Sehaaf, of Chatfield 
Township, Crawford County, O.; 3 sons: 
A. K. Schaaf of near Carrothers, W. H. 
Schaaf of Mansfield, and R. D. Schaaf of 
St. Stephans, O.; one daughter, Miss Grace 
Schaaf, at home; and one sister, Mrs. 
Frank Flohr, of Bucyrus, O. Funeral ser- 
vices were held April 15 at the Salem 
Church of Carrothers, O., in charge of his 
pastor, the Rev. Harold E. Weber, with 
interment in the cemetery at Attica. 


—H. E. W. 


MRS. PAUL C. E. HAUSER 


St. Paul’s Church, Baltimore, is grieving 
the loss of one of its most beloved and 
faithful members, Ida Rixse Hauser, wife 
of Dr. Paul C. E. Hauser, an elder of the 
Church. Mrs. Hauser passed to her heaven- 
ly reward on the evening of April 9, after 
a severe illness of 10 days which followed 
a period of five months of ill health. 

Mrs. Hauser was born in Baltimore, 
June 21, 1873; she was confirmed in Im- 
manuel Chureh by the late Rev. J. Conrad 
Hauser, whose eldest son she married, Sept. 
2, 1894. In her confirmation class was her 
future brother-in-law, Dr. Conrad A. Hau- 
ser. Later in life, she transferred her mem- 
bership to St. Paul’s Church, where she has 
always been intensely interested and ac- 
tive, loving her Church with a deep devo- 
tion. Her kindly nature was always join- 
ing that of her husband in seeking for op- 
portunities to be helpful wherever help 
might be needed and at all times to be of 
service to the Church she loved. Many as 
were her interests within her own Church 
and community, they were, nevertheless, 
not confined to her own locality. Along 
with Dr. Hauser, who is a member of the 
Hoffman Orphanage Board of Directors, 
Mrs. Hauser maintained a keen interest in 
the work of this home for homeless chil- 
dren, and at-the time of her death, she 
was a member of the Ladies’ Auxiliary of 
the orphanage. One of the very few times 
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You'll Want A Supply of Attractive Certificates 


THE MARRIAGE SERVICE, FROM THE 
BOOK OF WORSHIP 


New Edition. At- 
tractively bound in 
i} white, with title 
stamped in gold. Gilt 
edges. Contains the 
order of service for 
the solemnization of 


; «JE M@RRIacE SERVICE, 
i “4 From the =. 


Book’ of Warship’) "* 


marriage from The 
Book of Worship. 
Marriage certificate 


and blank pages for 
congratulations. 


Keratol Edition, 
each, 75 cents, 


THE BRIDE’S OWN BOOK 
Size, 854 x 654 inches 


A book of unusual charm at a popular 
price. Designed by Miss Farini, whose 
exquisite artistic work is reproduced in 
beautiful colors. Thirty-two pages of notes 
a Bride likes to make of this great day 
in her life. Certificate 
book in a box. 
W-201—Bound in white vellum with 

colors in the cover decoration. .$ .75 


W-202—White Algerian Leather...... 1.50 


in colors. Each 


OUR WEDDING SOUVENIR 
Size, 544x7%4 inches 


Each page contains a charming floral 
decoration. Bound in white leatherette and 
printed on extra heavy paper. Twelve 
pages of carefully selected poetry and 
Biblical passages. Each in an envelope. 


W-141—Per dozen, $4.00; 40 cents each 


BRIDAL BLOSSOMS 


Size, 53, x7 inches 


This book is reproduced by a new pro- 
cess that gives an effect of real water 
color drawings. Exquisite in design, text 
and arrangement. Bach in a box. 


W-181—50 cents each. 


BRIDAL 


A book of twenty pages with exquisite 
original drawings. The illustrations are 
executed by lithography in soft black and 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE EVANGELICAL AND REFORMED — 


$4.00 the half dozen. . 


MEMORIES 
Size, 584 x 7% inches 


W-191 
BRIDAL BELLS 
Size, 54x 7% inches 


This dainty book is choice in design, | 
style of printing and quality of paper. It | — 

is reproduced by the new aquarelle pro- — 
cess on finest white paper stock. Hach in | 
a box. y 


W-191—50 cents each. 
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OUR WEDDING DAY 
Size, 54x 71% inches 


been carefully selected and is neatly ef 
graved throughout. Hach in an envelope. — 


W-111 A—With Poetical Verses. 4 
W-111 B—With Biblical Verses. 
W-111 G—German. 


Price, 35 cents. $3.25 per dozen. 


gray colors with delicate shading. 
in a box. 
W-171—Price, 50 cents each. 
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she left her house during the five months 
of her illness was Mar. 7, when she was 
able to go with Dr. Hauser to the Hoffman 
Orphanage. 

The loss of her only child, Marie, in 
August, 1917, though it never embittered 
her spirit, left her physically impaired, and 
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weakened a body that was still y 
burial was indeed a laying to r 
tired body. In the last days of 
her earnest desire was to “ 
Among the pall-bearers was the 
8. Asendorf, of State Colleg 
friend of Dr. and Mrs. Haus 
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